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MGCC Clubrooms 

Monthly General Meetings 
Held at 8.00 pm on the second Tuesday of 

each month at the Clubrooms. All those who 
are interested in MGs are welcome. 

“Noggin’ & Natter” 
Every Friday night at the Clubrooms. Time: 

7.30 pm - ~ 10.00 pm. All welcome for a 
chat and a drink. Licensed premises. 

Tea and coffee available. 

Register Meetings 
  “T” Reg.     First Thursday of each month.  

Time: 7.00 for 7.30 pm.start. Venues as 
advertised in Register Report. Everyone 

welcome - even if you don’t own a Register 
vehicle. 

    MGF Reg. Bi-monthly Second Thursday 
of the month at the clubrooms 7.30pm 

MGA/Magnette Reg  Bi-monthly on the 
third Thursday of the month, starts Jan in 
odd numbered months, 7.00 pm for 7.30 

Know Your MG Meetings 
Third Tuesday of each month. Time: 7.00 

for 7.30 pm. Start. Venues as 
advertised.Everyone welcome. 

Breakfast Runs 
Now Meet at Veale Gardens, CBD South 

Tce. For 9.00am starts. BYO everything for 
breakfast. See Calendar for dates etc; 

Mid Week Lunch Runs 
Second Thursday in the month. 

See the calendar 
Motorsport Events 

See Motorsport Report. 

 Printed by Kwik Kopy Unley. Shop 7A  
453 Fullarton Road Highgate SA 5063 
Ph: 8271 7422  A  National Meeting 
sponsor 

Editorial 
From ..Laurie Houghton 

Editor 

A nother 44 page issue, lots of pho-
tos and interesting articles, just 

goes to show COVID hasn’t stopped 
you from sending in stuff, well done 
people !!! 
And there is still some archived inter-
esting articles waiting to be included in 
the next issue. 
We are a bit late getting to the printer 
this month so it will remain to be seen 
how when Orana ( they pack and post 
the magazine ) and Aust. Post can get 
this magazine into your letter box. 
Quite a big Motorsport report, a least 
we are able to get out and compete 
unlike our interstate friends can, I un-
derstand the August Winton  Vic Sate 
Circuit Racinig event was cancelled 
and it looks like the Sandown Historics 
will meet the same fate. 
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    PRESIDENTS REPORT 
From Tim Edmonds  

NEW MEMBERS 
The MG Car Club of South Australia 

extend a warm welcome to the  
following new members who joined in 

the June-July period 
 We look forward to meeting you at club 

meetings and events. 
               

     
Wayne & Colleen Cailes        MGTD 
 
David Clark 

 

 
 

H i All 
Our Motorsport has changed now 

we are back at it, all entries scrutineer-
ing and documentation is now online, a 
real change. As I am writing this, we are 
about to have the first Hillclimb for the 
year and the entry list is smaller than 
last year I am sure it will be a good day. 
We have had our first breakfast run see 
the report in this magazine, Modern reg-
ister lunch run has also been on thanks 
to the organisers of these events. 
I would like to thank club member Mau-
rice Linehan for his skills in doing art-

work for the club, usual-
ly on short notice. 
It is good to see that 
the new MG3 is the biggest seller in its 
class in Australia and the other models 
are selling well. It will be good to see 
these new MG owners joining the club. 
I hope to see 60 of you at the August 
meeting in this new world, assuming we 
do not go the way of our Victorian 
neighbours and follow the directions for 
entering and exiting the clubrooms 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SHANNONS ADELAIDE RALLY 2020 
 

The Shannon’s Adelaide Rally is on 
again in November 2020 and the MG 
Car Club has been asked to manage 
lunch stops. At this stage it is anticipat-
ed we will be doing Friday 27 November 
and Saturday 28 November, probably 
Lobethal and Bridgewater Ovals respec-
tively. Maybe Thursday 26

th
 as well. 

Lunch stops are a great way to see all 
the cars and drivers in one place and 
play a part in a great event. More infor-
mation will be available soon but please 
keep the dates free. You can register on 
the Adelaide Rally website and say you 
are part of the MGCC team. 
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MGC NEWS 
MGC conversations with Richard Mixture, August 2020  

ID Plates 

H ello again, it’s Richard here.  How 
are you getting on?  Isn’t it nice to 

go out and have a cuppa EBT with a 
mate?  That’s what my local café owners 
call it, EBT, English Breakfast Tea.  It 
comes in a nice little china pot sitting on 
top of the cup, all nice and warm.  At 
least things are getting back to the new 
normal, ‘cos it will never be the same, it 
never is, my hair’s fallen out for instance 
since I last looked into the mirror. 
 

Now, if you cast your mind back to my 
April article this year, do you remember 
that one?  It was about that Sydney-
sider Steve Perry and his racing MGC 
GT.  He was wondering which 
particular MGC he had as it 
was a bit hard to read the 
numbers on his ID plate under 
the bonnet.  After looking 
closely at his ID plate and at 
the records we thought the 
best match was MGC #8636, 
which is a Primrose GT that 
was despatched to Los Ange-
les, USA in July 1969.  Steve’s 
GT was Primrose but is now 
red.  Then one of our very clever Club 
members threw a spanner in the works. 
 

Way back in April after the Club maga-
zine was posted out, I received a phone 
call from a smart, MGC owner from 
Gumeracha.  He told me he always 
looks for that little gem that I hide in the 
text, describing it as more fun than the 
crossword.  Of course, he was referring 
to Bob Schapel’s prize winning cross-
word.  “Hidden gem” I said?  I wondered 
what on earth he was talking about.  
“Yes” he said, “this month was just too 
easy”.  I still had no idea what he was 
talking about – which is not unusual 
whenever I have a conversation with 
him, but we always have a good laugh 

which I think always boosts my immune 
system and his too probably. 
 

Anyway, he said “it’s on the ID plate”.  
“Go on” I said.  “It’s staring you right in 
the face”.  Maybe I need to step back 
and have another look.  I still couldn’t 
work it out.  The it hit me, like a rod go-
ing through the side of your block at 200 
mph.  It wasn’t the number that was so 
obvious, it was the generic stuff that is 
printed on the plate.  It’s there in black 
and white, oops, I mean black and sil-
ver.  Can you see it? ( Photo 1 ) 
I was so excited that I had to tell Steve 
in Sydney straight away.  He in turn, 
was so disappointed.  He said, “now my 

car is a real orphan” and he was cor-
rect.  It’s still an MGC GT but which 
one?  We had no idea, even that smart 
Club member had no idea, pity really, 
because he IS very clever, I think? 
 

Now just digressing for a moment, have 
you ever wondered why those other 
plates on the inside of the left-hand side 
guard are there for?  Yes, no?  There’s 
the Body Number plate, the Commis-
sion Number plate and the one already 
discussed the Car Number plate.  John 
Craven has done a little bit of research 
to try and make some sense out of the 
numbering system on these plates.  
While he has searched the deep net 
(whatever that is?), read books and re-

Photo 1     Steve Perry's MGC ID plate is not an MG Car 
Number plate 
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ferred to the Australian Register, he has 
failed, that is failed to make any sense 
out of the numbers.  His success is of 
course is to discover that if there is a 
system, there are many variables.   
 

Here’s some of John’s discoveries; 
So, what is the Body Number plate?  
This plate was riveted to the body shell 
by Pressed Steel Fisher at either Coven-
try or Swindon/Cowley prior to painting 
and is often difficult to read.  They were 
used for accounting purposes by PSF.  
The Coventry MGCs had Body Number 
from 1 to 1123.  Later built MGCs “with 
Swindon/Cowley built bodies had num-
bers from 501001 to 502166”, (refer 
Clausager).  They were a thin metal strip 
riveted to the left-hand side wheel arch.  
Earlier MGCs were located high in the 
engine bay while the later cars were lo-
cated lower just above the Commission 
Number plate.   
 

And now the Commission Number Plate.  
Once the MGC bodies were completed 
by PSF and ready to send to MG for 

completion, they were deemed 
ready for “commissioning”.  
These commissioned bodies 
were painted, had a hood, 
some body trim, glass, interior 
trim and seats and then sent 
to Abingdon.  The Commission 
Number was used to confirm 

the body specification on the 
orders from MG.  They were a 

rectangular aluminium plate with round-
ed corners had a red graphic with re-
versed words “COMMISSION No” and 
was rivet to the left-hand inner guard.  
Also in red were the letters “G.52N” for 
Roadsters and “G.52D” for GT bodies 
and “F” or “P” depending on which loca-
tion they were built.  So, there were four 
variations. 
 

Now back to Sydney Steve’s Car Num-
ber plate.  Just in case you haven’t 
worked it out yet, MGCs have an ID 
plate that reads “THE MG CAR COM-
PANY LTD, ABINGDON-ON-THAMES, 
ENGLAND.”  Steve’s ID plate reads 
“AUSTIN MORRIS GROUP BRITISH 
LEYLAND LTD.”  His car doesn’t have 
an MG ID plate but a later one from an 
Austin or Morris.  Now there’s more 
questions to be answered, when was his 
plate changed and why was it changed?  
Life’s never dull for anoraks.  
 

Remember ladies and gentlemen keep 
‘em tuned and stay well, stay very well! 

Rich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An MGC Car Number plate from a local Adelaide Hills 
car 



 

   MG Car Club of South Australia 

10 

Prewar & T Register Report for July  
From..John Bray 

 

G reetings members of the Register 
and friends. 

Can I just say that I am finding it hard to 
come out from under the rock known as 
Convid-19 as it has not been fun. 
No work has been done on my car but 
like others a fair amount of house 
maintenance has commenced albeit not 
completed. 
Breakout :  I have a feeling that mem-
bers have had enough of the Convid 
constraints and we are about to see 
more regular meetings coming up , lim-
ited of course to 60 eager patrons at 
the MGCCSA clubrooms which will in-
clude a food format that will comply with 
the rules from SA Health and SAPOL.  
Be good if the Commissioner bought a 
TC ! 
We did try for a meeting in July , the 
intended premises was possibly large 
enough however the rules were not pal-
atable at that stage to contemplate a 
mass gathering of MG’s. 
As I type this some of the T Register 
boys are driving to Aldinga airport com-
plete with flying helmets (Mozza) just to 
break the monotony. 
Who’s doing what:   Arthur is doing a 
reno on the TC with the help of Maxy 
Sierp. 
Lachy is going around with Ian Sweet-
man buying up scrap iron in the form of 
bent TC chassis and straightening out 
the one he has already got. 
Thane is sniffing out any old TC spares 
just in case he gets cleaned out in the 
garage after the install of the 5 speed 
gearbox from the UK via Pacific Islands 
Post Office. 
Buckley has admitted finally that he has 
a 5 speed as well, looks like it might be 
put into service in the TC.   Mind you he 
can do anything now that he has gone 
over to the” Dark Side” from Alberton 

allowing footballers to be photographed 
by the Advertiser at Montefiore Hill in 
the shadow of Col. William Light’s stat-
ue. ( photo ) 
David McNaughton has managed to 
make good use of the Convid slowdown 
by rebuilding the front end of his MK2 B 
Type with the help of Dean Hosking’s 
spanner, really successful says David 
and he is thrilled with the result.  He is 
contemplating another “project” on the B  
something a bit more comfortable that 
will impress the Bride.   David took to a 
re-enactment of a recent breakfast run 
as he was so impressed with the sus-
pension on the front end.   It’s what we 
wanted to hear in these depressing 
days of the Convid. 
Peter Auld is still looking for a project, 
his son found one , a J Type not driven 
since 1960 but hidden overseas and not 
really attainable I think. 
Birthdays :  On the 10 July two of our 
members turned over the odometer to 
75 years. 
Congratulations to  Wing Commander 
and Spitfire tragic, Roland Harris  and 
our very own Hoods Away !  Mozza TD 
Maurice Linehan notwithstanding a few 
are not far behind you two I suggest. 
T Register Car Badges :  Geoff 
Glasson has come good with the badg-
es and has delivered them to AC Pear-
son.com for distribution and the inevita-
ble collection of the money. That would 
cash if ACP is handling the deal. 
Dean’s Dilemma:  You will probably 
read elsewhere in the magazine the arti-
cle from the UK T Register Newsletter 
kindly forwarded by fellow TD owner 
Ken Fisher.  Dean Hosking, the owner 
of the Fowler TD has what is described 
as scratched/stamped markings on the 
casting numbers on the engine block. 
Titled in the article as “The strange story 
of Dean Hosking’s TD engine”  Read it 
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and be amazed as I am sure Dean is, 
that is what you get buying an MG , all 
sorts of intrigue and mystery which is 
part of the attraction of ownership. 
TC 75 Anniversary : Peter Hage owner 
of a TC wrote to Arthur Ruediger sug-
gesting a celebration event for the anni-
versary of the first roll off the production 
line at Abingdon in the UK in September 
1945.  This is a worthy suggestion 
which I will take up with fellow TC own-
ers, maybe a daylight run and get to-
gether to celebrate this famous MG. 
A TD surfaces.   David Bates of Col 
Light Gardens, member of the Sporting 
Car Club called me about his TD that 
needs upgrading. I did go and look at 
his car which is out of NSW approx. 5 
Years ago , clipper blue with black up-
holstery. TD McNabb has got the details 
of the car and I will get David to come to 
a Register to meet other TD owners 
sometime soon. 
MGA troubles. A friend of mine has his 
original 1959 A Type housed at Haw-
thorndene with electrical problems, no 
go situation. Paul Whatnell has had auto 
electricians check the car, replaced 
coil , leads, checked earthing etc how-
ever no spark at the plugs. Maybe a 
good Samaritan could help out one Sat-
urday morning. Just let me know. 
The Bend Classic. 5-6 September at 
Tailem Bend Raceway. Peter Cundy 
has entered the NA in the Regularity 
and will be ably supported by his pit 
crew and grease monkeys from our 
Register. Peter has been active in his-
toric racing and is hoping others will join 
him. 
Condolences, David McNabb and 
Family.  Sad news , David’s mother 
Veronica passed away at the amazing 
age of 93 years just recently. A lovely 
and cherished mother and grandmother 
of the McNabb family. Please accept 
our sincere condolences David. 
FUTURE REGISTER MEETINGS. 
Given the restrictions on numbers , are-
as per person and food serving, it looks 

certain that we will need to be at the 
clubrooms at Brompton for evening 
meetings. 
Russell Garth has suggested a run to 
Strathalbyn to Gilberts Car Museum 
one morning which would suit us for an 
outing and get together. 
The Register meetings format may have 
to change occasionally to comply with 
the SA Health Regulations surrounding 
Convid-19, however I will advise you all 
by email communications.  
September meeting.  Provisionally 3 
September at MGCCSA clubrooms. 
October meeting.   Hotel dinner 1 
October meet, venue to be advised. 
November meeting.  5 November, 
provisionally Hahndorf Micklem’s  
December meeting.   3 December, 
provisionally Eden Hills , Olive Tree. 
Communication will be by email to keep 
you updated. 
John Bray, BOTR 
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BREAKFAST RUN NEWS 
 From Steve Spong & John Roach, Photos by David McNabb 

Breakfast Run to McLaren Vale 
28

th
 June 2020 

 

W ell what can we say, after 3 long 
months of social isolation, self-

quarantining and hand washing we final-
ly were able to re-convene an MG Car 
Club Breakfast Run!  
 

All those days polishing and tinkering 
with the cars, all with nowhere to drive 
them finally came to an end and we 
once again hit the road. 
 

By way of a double bonus; we also had 
a perfect winter’s day with clear, but 
cool skies. So someone was on our 
side. Waking up to such a great day 
saw 59 people and 33 cars out for a 
drive on our great country roads and 
through to McLaren Vale. In fact the day 
was one for bringing out several 
“weekend” cars for a run, including a 
passing Ferrari 335 Spyder and a 1967 
E-type that stopped by for a chat and a 
look at our cars. 
 

It was fantastic that so many regulars 
made the run, but also a warm welcome 
was extended to club members and first
-time breakfast runners; namely Andy 
Morgan, of Richmond Motors, in his MG 
Midget (sadly one of only a few Midgets 
in the Club), and to our regalia aficiona-
do Barrie Spencer in his MGB. 
 

So, we all did our best to social distance 
on the day, and congratulated ourselves 
on living in the best state whilst trusting 
that we have seen the last of the lock-
down measures in South Australia.  
 
 
 
Attendees: 
 

David McNabb & Kerry Hugo  
Geoff & Judy Glasson   
Leigh Richter & Kay   
John Davies    
Alan & Sandra Cardnel    
Trev & Sandy Dicker   
Gary & Velli Algate  M 
Nick & Dennise Micklem   
Andy Morgan    
Barrie Spencer & Sharon  
Bryan & Wendy Turner   
Ken & Heather Burke   
Dietmar & Wendy Sauer   
Daniel & Cheryl Cooper   
Terry Cook    
Audris & Irene Smits   
Paul & Carol Grech   
Alan & Ros Foweraker   
Phil & Esther Smith   
David McNaughton   
Bill & Cath Colclasure   
Olaf & Ryan Wegner   
Steve Spong &  
Barb Harrington  
Christopher Hunt & Milly   
Jim & Joan Hanna   
Tony & Wanda Freckleton  
John & Judy Roach   
Jeannie & Hayden Reynolds  
Daryl Kelly    
Berry Treffers    
Graham Loader    
Geoff & Coral Trowbridge  
Chris & Heather Bennett  

 

 
MGTD 
MGTD 
MGTD 
MGTF 
MGA 
MGA 
MGA 
MGA 
Midget 
MGB 
MGB 
MGB 
MGB 
MGB 
MGB 
MGB 
MGB 
MGB 
MGB 
MGB 
MGB 
MGB 
 
MGBGT 
MGBGT 
MGBGT 
MGBGT 
MGBGT 
MGFTF 
MGZS 
MG6 
Mustang 
BMWX5 
Stinger 
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S o good to get out and meet our MG 
Car Club friends at McLaren Vale, 

the first Breakfast Run since February.  I 
met Jeanie and Haydn Reynolds, new 
members who own an MGF (courtesy of 
the Dick Manning collection). For some 
of us baking has been to the fore in the 
past few months, so it was no surprise to 
see baked morning tea.  Barb Harrington 
shared her chocolate/caramel muffins, 
the link to the recipe is – 
www.taste.com.au and then enter Cap-
puccino cupcakes. I made a jubilee cake 
(my Auntie Glad’s super easy recipe).  
Jeanie asked me to put it into the maga-
zine, so here it is. 
Auntie Glad’s Easy Jubilee Cake 

FROM THE BREAKFAST RUN TO 
MCLAREN VALE 

1 tablespoon of Butter, 
1 cup of mixed fruit 
¾ cup of sugar 
½ teaspoon of mixed spice 
¾ cup of boiling water 
1 egg 
2 cups of SR flour 
Put the first 4 ingredients in a bowl and 
add  the boiling water and allow to cool. 
Add the egg and 2 cups of SR Flour 
Place into a loaf pan, lined with baking 
paper and bake at 160 degrees, fan 
forced for approx 45 mins. 
Allow to cool and top with a thin Vanilla 
butter icing. 
Can be served buttered. 
 

Sandra Cardnell 
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DEAN HOSKINGS MGTD ENGINE 
Ken Fisher sent a copy of  the UK 

MGCC T Register Newsletter no 55, 
July 2020 to John Bray, here is an ex-

cerpt from that newsletter 
 

I t all started when Dean sent an up-
date to our TD Registrar from Aus-

tralia. He’d recently acquired a TD with a 
replacement engine with XPAG/SC /
X//12710 scratched/stamped in to the 
engine block. We were investigating the 
casting marks and engine discs of Y 
Type engines for the forthcoming new 
issue of Roger Wilson’s book on the 
Technical History of XPAG and XPEG 
engines, so this marking intrigued us. It 
turned out that Dean has quite an inter-
esting engine. His TD is reasonably ear-
ly - November 1950 - but  his 
block had the forward drain tap 
of a Y Type XPAG engine and 
the casting date was for October 
1948, and there was that 
stamped code for a Y Type en-
gine as well. Dean thinks that the 
explanation for the latter is that 
the Australian Registration au-
thority insisted on the correct 
engine number be inscribed on 
the block. But it goes further: it 
has a Y Type distributor with a 
High Lift cam, but this dates from 
1950, and it has the later strong-
er crankshaft dating from 1953, 
and to cap it all, it has the later 
round water hole head of a late 
TD or TF1250. And even further 
still: Dean’s engine has persuad-
ed us that our original thought 
that early TD engine tags were 
placed on a plinth on the right 
hand side of the engine is incor-
rect and they were in fact riveted 
on the flywheel housing as they 
were on a TC engine. Note also 
that the Y Type engine has an 
‘X’ - presumably for Export - as 
part of the engine number. We 

think this was common for Y Types, but 
we have not seen any evidence this was 
also used for export RHD TD s So if you 
do have an early TD block with a cast-
ing number of 24146 which has a plinth 
with a riveted engine tag on the right 
hand side, or evidence of the use of an 
X in the engine number of a RHD Export 
T Type, we’d really like to hear from 
you! Sometimes T Types with non origi-
nal replacement engines are far more 
interesting than the matching number 
ones ...  
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ZOOMING INTO AN MGA MEETING 
From..David McNabb 

Partly due to being a past MGA own-
er, I managed to score an invite via a 
Melbourne MG colleague, to partici-
pate in a rather special Victorian MGA 
Register meeting held early May. 
 

A s C19 restrictions had curtailed reg-
ular gatherings, the A Register folk 

arranged a Zoom get-together which 
garnered nearly 50 participants. 
Right from the start I soon ascertained 
they’d gone to considerable effort to 
make this a rather special MGA forum. 
We hooked up with a prominent MGA 
owning member in Norway (the wonders 
of technology) who ran through the finer 
points of a red 1500 roadster, garaged 
alongside his white 1600 Mk2. (see pho-
to attached). He also gave an interesting 
dissitation on the vagaries of driving 
MGs in Norway. 
Focus then switched back to Australia, 
where three Melbourne MGA owners 
were “interviewed” on their individual 
MGA experiences, two of them focusing 
on aspects of restoration and how they 
tackled the task. The effort they’d gone 
to, in presenting a really professional 
rundown of what is involved in MGA 
overhauls was nothing short of phenom-
enal. A third MG Club member took us 
on a virtual tour of his green A (Le Mans) 
Coupe, which I think was an entrant in 
the last Adelaide Easter Natmeet. The 
whole Zoom show ran for about an hour 
and a half and was exceptionally inter-
esting. 
Victorian luminaries taking part (ones I 
knew) included the well known Wally 
Magilton, Ric Collett, Wayne Rushton, 
and Peter Dalrymple who’s restoring an 
MGA Twin Cam. Incidentally the green A 
Coupe (#44) is owned by Ian Prior 
whose stable includes an MGPA and 
YT.  

The meeting concluded with an elec-
tronic vote on which of the three 
“garage” presenters had put out the 
most interesting pep-talk. The honours 
went to a rather young Russell Seymour 
who had put in a fair amount of effort in 
his audio visual presentation. 
Judging by the efforts these Victorians 
went to, I’d recommend anyone to join 
in on a Victorian MGA Register meeting 
in future. Well worth the effort! 
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SUNDAY SCRAMBLE, BICESTER 
(5

th
 January 2010) 

Steve & Barb submitted this article in 
January this year in response to my re-
quest for interesting articles, space was 
at a premium at the time, however with 
activities curtailed at the moment , now 
is an opportune time to run it. 
Many thanks. Steve & Barb..........Editor  
 

W hilst on an, unexpected, flying visit 
to the UK over the New Year, we 

came across a car show described as a 
“Sunday Scramble”. Located in Bicester, 
Oxfordshire, it was not far from where 
we were staying with my brother (he too 
is a petrol head!) so we just had to go 
and have a look see. 
Anyway, this event was billed as the first 
of many ”Sunday Scrambles” for the 
year and was described as an oppor-
tunity for car enthusiasts to, quote; 
“shake off the post Christmas and New 
Year’s inertia and take their prized vin-
tage, classic or modern classic vehicles 
out for a bracing blast to Bicester Herrit-
age”, advertising that there would be 
thousands of cars, which indeed there 
were! 
Founded in 2013 the Bicester Heritage 
Centre is based on a 420 acre former 
WW2 RAF Bomber Training Station and 
now houses over 40 specialist business-
es. It is still growing and turns over 
some £40m ($80m) per annum, making 
it a major player in the collectable car 
industry. Promoting too the education 
and training of the mechanics in vintage 
and classic vehicles. 
This former RAF site, whilst undoubtedly 
of national historic importance, was un-
fortunately neglected for the best part of 
40 years before being added to Historic 
England’s ‘At Risk Register’ in 2008 and 
was designated the most ‘at risk’ of all 
the Defence Estates in the UK. Howev-
er, since Bicester Heritage’s tenure, 
over 90% of the buildings have been  

delicately restored or re-activated for 
modern business use with even the 
paint colours being correct to 1930s 
British Standards. An active airfield and 
test track complete its current operation.  
To complement this heritage, on the 
day there was a display by the Oxford-
shire Home Guard. This group aim to 
keep alive the memory of the WW2 
Home Guard, researching stories and 
people, plus of course preserving the 
weapons and memorabilia. They were 
not however impressed at being associ-
ated with “Dad’s Army” for some 
strange reason. 
Anyway back to the cars.. 
MG naturally had a good display, with 
several clubs present including the 
Young Members Chapter. This was 
good to see. It was a chat with one of 
the MG owner’s that gave us an insight 
into the Centre and its promotion of all 
things collectable car related. We then 
later toured some workshops and spoke 
to a couple of the instructors working on 
the old cars. 
As for other cars, there were literally 
dozens of Astons present, even more 
Porsches, plus “C” & “D” type Jags the 
SS and of course many E-types. There 
was a wonderful Blower Bentley which 
the owner started up; and a magnificent 
Gordon Keeble Coupe, being one of 
only 99 cars ever made by the Compa-
ny in the 60’s. Amongst the modern 
classics were a Noble, several McLar-
en, plus of course Ferraris. Most of the 
cars were in fact European, but a few 
Yanks slipped in! 
Many cars were stored in hangers and 
one huge one was chock-a-block with 
classics under dust covers, so unfortu-
nately there was no chance in seeing 
these collectables. 



 
19 

   August 2020 

So, all up a great day, and it would be 
worth looking out for one of these 
“Scrambles” if you are in the UK. 
For more information on the Bicester 
Heritage Centre, go to… 
bicesterheritage.co.uk 
 

By: Steve Spong & Barb Harrington 
 
 

More photos overleaf 
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MG ADELAIDE WORKSHOPS 

& A.A. Automotive (Adrian Akhurst) 

14  Nightingale Avenue Magil  5072.  Tel 08 8364 4988 

 

MGA/MAGNETTE  
REGISTER MEETING 
17 SEPTEMBER 2020 

(subject to Covid 19 restrictions being relaxed) 
                               

Andy Morgan from Richmond Motors has kindly offered to hold register meetings at the  
Richmond Road showroom. 

 

So, we have booked the first MGA/Magnette Register Meeting for 
 17

th
 September, 2020, 7 pm start. 

 

It will have to be a different format because of the extremely valuable motor vehicles that 
are for sale at the showrooms. 

There will be no alcohol allowed, no food (covid restriction), but hopefully I can organize a 
coffee van.  This is OK with Andy. 

 

At present a gathering of only 20 people is allowed, but I am confident that if 2000 people 
can go to a football match, and thousands march from Victoria Square, 

 that 50 MG enthusiasts may be able to attend the meeting in September.  
 

Please keep an eye on the website for further information. 
 

It will be good to catch up, and, as usual, all members are welcome.  See you there. 
 

Sandra “A” Cardnell  Register Co-ordinator 
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From$30,990driveaway

$30,990 is the driveaway price for MY20 MG HS Vibe model excluding metallic paint (RRP $500). Available at participating MG dealers
for new stock vehicles purchased and delivered between 1 February 2020 and 31 March 2020. While stock lasts. Not available to fleet, 
government or rental buyers, or with other offers. MG Australia reserves the right to change or extend these offers.^!Warranty & 
roadside assistance T&Cs at www.mgmotor.com.au/warranty. Not available to fleet, gov’t, rental, hire car or chauffeur buyers.

Features
• 1.5L turbo engine
• 17” alloy wheels
• MG Pilot safety pack
• Keyless entry system
• 10.1” colour touch 

screen
with Apple 
CarPlay™ and Android 
AUTO

• Bluetooth®
• Adaptive cruise control 
• Rear parking sensor
• Rear camera
• Front, front side and

full-length curtain 
airbags

• LED headlights From$15,990 driveaway∞

∞$15,990 is the driveaway price for MG3 Auto Core model (with no added options). ∞ Available at participating MG dealers. Ends 31/12/18. While stocks
last. Not available to fleet, government or rental buyers, or with other offers. ^7 year factory warranty & !7 year roadside assistance T&C’s at
www.mgmotor.com.au/warranty. Not available to fleet, gov’t, rental, hire car or chauffeur buyers.  MG Motor Australia reserves the right to change or extend
these offers.  

• 15” alloys
• 8” colour touchscreen

with Apple Carplay 
• Bluetooth 
• 4 Speaker audio system 

with front Yamaha sound 
field

• Cruise control 
• Rear parking sensor
• Rear camera 
• Emergency Brake Assist
• LED DRL’s
• Hill launch assist
• Tartan cloth trim  
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• 1.5L turbo engine
• 17” alloy wheels
• MG Pilot safety pack
• Keyless entry system
• 10.1” colour touch screen 

with Apple CarPlay™ and  
 Android AUTO
• Bluetooth®
• Adaptive cruise control 
• Rear parking sensor
• Rear camera
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 full-length curtain airbags
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MGHS
ALL NEW

$30,990
From

driveaway*1.5L 119kW Vibe
7 - Speed Auto
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CarPlay™ and Android 
AUTO
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airbags

• LED headlights 

247 North East  Road
Hampstead Gardens
South Australia 5086
Ph.: 8266 5999
Fax: (08) 8266 5222
Mobile: 0413 392 361

Lee Treacher
Sales Manager
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driveaway*
MG3 1.5L NSE Core 82kW
7 year unlimited KM warranty
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Fax: (08) 8266 5222
Mobile: 0413 392 361

Lee Treacher
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TeChnical Topic 
By..Bob Schapel 

T-TYPE CON-RODS  
 

C on-rods should always be checked 
for straightness before a T-Type 

engine is assembled.  I can only remem-
ber assembling two engines which had 
perfectly straight con-rods.  Curiously, 
those two engines both had good excus-
es for a bit of distortion.  One was my 
old TC Special engine, which had been 
hammered to 7000 rpm for eighteen 
years, while the other was my road TC 
engine, which had done a very large 
mileage, some of which was very hard! 
 

If con-rods were to have a slight bend or 
twist, those two engines should have 
been prime candidates.  However, in 
both cases, the rods came out straight, 
just as they had been assembled many 
years earlier.  I don’t know anything 
about the symptoms of bent rods.  I im-
agine that they would put uneven load 
on bearings, piston and gudgeons, in-
creasing the chance of failure of those 
components.  I guess a twisted rod 
might also cause noise due to the com-
plex path it causes the piston to travel.     
 

Why should rods need straightening?  
Apart from specific severe trauma, per-
haps there are other reasons for rods to 
have a bend or twist.  I see three possi-
bilities.  Firstly, perhaps newly forged 
rods start out straight, but a bit of use/
time “settles” the metal a bit.  I guess 
that fits with the stories I have heard that 
some Rolls-Royce engine components 
are put out to “weather” for a while, and 
BMW used second-hand blocks in their 
F1 engines.  Those stories are only 
hearsay but I would not be surprised if 
they were true.  Secondly, maybe the 
con-rods were not straight to start with.  
They could get a slight twist if the gudg-
eon clamp bolts were tightened or 
checked while the big end was clamped 

in a vice or attached to the crankshaft.  
Those clamp bolts should be tightened 
without the torque being transferred to 
the con-rod.   I use a steel “peg” 
through the gudgeon pin, and clamp 
that in a vice.  I do NOT check their 
tightness once the bottom end is as-
sembled and the big-end is clamped to 
the crank-shaft.  In that way, there is no 
twisting effect on the con-rod.  Thirdly, a 
previous engine assembler might have 
been a bit rough with the straightening 
methodology or with the tolerance he/
she allowed. 
 

How can rods be checked and straight-
ened?  It is fairly simple.  For T-Type 
con-rods, I use about a metre of 35 mm 
square tubing and a similar length of 18 
mm machined round bar (as in one pho-
to).  The round bar needs a small re-
cess filed exactly in the middle to clear 
the clamp bolt.  With the round bar se-
cured by the clamp bolt, and the con-
rod sitting on the tubing, “twist” can eas-
ily be seen by looking down from above.  
Playing with angles of light can accentu-
ate the effect if desired.  Then “bend” 
can be detected by measuring the gap 
between tube and round bar at each 
end.  If the con-rod is not straight, the 
big end can be clamped in a soft jaw 
vice (pads of aluminium or similar) and 
twisted/bent using the clamped round 
bar as a lever.  This should be done 
gently at first because the con-rods 
bend fairly easily.   
 

Tony Ohlmeyer told me to, “go a bit too 
far and then come back a bit”.  In this 
way the “memory” of the metal is over-
come.  I always follow this up by 
“wiggling” the bar a bit and then I “ping” 
it a few times to make it oscillate for a 
few seconds.  The idea is to let the met-
al settle to its natural position before 
checking straightness again.  I don’t 
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know what tolerance should be allowed.  
I just repeat the process and persist 
until I can see no twist, and the end 
measurements are as close as I can get 
them.  
 

Of course, before time is spent on this 
process, the rods should have had other 
checks.  Crack testing is worthwhile.  In 
about 1975 I was building an engine for 
my TC Special and found a crack at the 
top end of a con-rod.  That engine went 
on to run reliably for 19 years, but cer-
tainly would not have done so if I had 
used that cracked con-rod 
 

Con-rods should be the same length.  
However, in the late ‘70s I was assem-
bling an engine which later finished up 
in Bill’s TC Special.  I found that two 
pistons were about right, reaching just 
proud of the deck, but one poked up an 
extra 20 thou and another was short by 
about the same amount.  I don’t know 
what traumas those con-rods had been 
through, but they were different lengths!  
I wished I had checked lengths  
BEFORE I spent hours polishing and 
balancing them! 
 

The big end tunnel should be round.  If it 
has been run with shot bearings, it 
might have been hammered slightly 

oval, making 
“resizing” a must.  
This fault is not com-
mon but is worth 
checking.  It is also 
essential to use good 
bolts.  I have always 
been able to find 
good original un-
stretched gudgeon 
clamp bolts amongst 
my spares, but high 
quality socket head 
bolts are probably a 
good idea.  New big 
end bolts are availa-
ble, but I like to use 
Datsun bolts be-
cause I feel confident 

in their quality.  They used to be cheap 
and available but now they are a bit 
expensive and have to be ordered.  (‘67 
to ‘73 Datsun 1300 utility, Bolt 12109-
B3000, Nut 12112-B3000) I lock the 
nuts with Loctite because they are not 
castellated. 
 

T-Type con-rods are fairly robust.  I was 
told by Gerry Brown (from Brown and 
Gammons in UK) that they often use 
1250cc XPAG rods in 1500cc XPEG 
engines because XPEG rods are too 
heavy.  Most T-Type engine builders 
also like to have a “matching set” of con
-rods in an engine.  There seems to be 
a lot of numbers forged into the rods, 
and matching numbers probably indi-
cate they were forged on the same ma-
chine and have similar weight distribu-
tion.  It is a good idea, although it prob-
ably does not matter much if the rods 
are properly balanced. 
 

As with most mechanical parts, any 
nick, chip, file mark or scratch can be-
come a “stress raiser” where a crack 
could start.  If rods are filed and pol-
ished to remove all marks on outer sur-
faces, they are less likely to fail.  File 
marks should go along the rod, not 
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across it, and it is even better to polish 
them out with emery paper.  Particular 
attention should be paid to the radius 
where the beam meets the gudgeon 
clamp (where a socket spanner can 
leave an unwanted gouge).  However, 
such polishing is perhaps something 
which is usually done for engines used 
in harsh competition. 
 

One photo shows four con-rods which 
have seen better days.  The top one 
looks perfectly OK, but crack-testing 
showed a crack near the little end (note 
the mark left by sockets tightening the 
gudgeon bolt). The next one was pol-
ished to remove “stress raisers”, but 
proved to be a slightly different length.  
The next was marked by the helical 
teeth from a loose oil-pump drive shaft, 
and the bottom one shows what hap-
pens when a crankshaft breaks/piston 
disintegrates (not sure which came first) 
at high revs. 
T-Type con-rods are certainly not a 
weak point in our engines.  If the above 
points are checked, we can be confi-
dent that they will do their job well. 
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HISTORIC SPORTS CARS AT  
THE BEND 

From..Peter Cundy 

I an Buckley and I have ventured to 
The Bend on 3 occasions over the 

last 6 months. We soundly recommend 
it for joyous circuits, facilities and fun. 
 

September Saturday 4
th
 and Sunday 5

th
 

is your chance to try out the track at 
The Bend Classic. $375 buys you 2 
days of running around the track – it is 
a Sprint style event and you only race 
against yourself – you will start with a 
similar car, with the next pair 2 minutes 
after. 
 

Don’t think that you need a racecar. 
Your regular sports car is fine so long 
as it is pre-1980 and you need some 
cotton clothing, a lap sash seatbelt, fire 
extinguisher and your own/borrowed/
hired helmet.  
 

Our recent outings in May and July 
were on the Eastern Circuit – separate 
pits away from the main buildings with 
14 Historic vehicles. Sunshine in May, 
but a wet track in July. The smooth 
wide track has lots of corners, mostly 
sweeping, and glorious ups and downs. 
One left-hander is followed by a rise 
which leads into a right-hander – with 
our long MG bonnets, one cannot see 
the right-hander until it looms in front at 
speed. This makes for exciting driving – 
similar to the left-hander at the start of 
Collingrove Hillclimb where limited vi-
sion and glimpse of an orange cone 
does little to reduce one’s adrenalin 
level. 
 

An eclectic collection of Historic Race 
Drivers has attended this year. Their 
cars include Eric Cossich’s Flying W, 3 
MGA’s, several of Bruce Hartwig’s 
Dodge Specials, a Sunbeam Alpine, a 
Lotus, a Clubman, MGAs and my 6 cyl-

inder NA Special. Between sessions 
there is ample time for you to tweak 
tyre pressures, adjust timing or general-
ly fiddle and socialise. 
 

In July, five of us rotated between 3 
MG’s – my NA and recently purchased 
Iris Blue MGA as well as Gordon Eck-
ert’s red MGA ex Dean Hosking. Bob 
Bazzica gave us lessons in race car 
driving and car preparation, Ian Buckley 
set a new world record for the “7 foot 
tall person squeeze time into an MGA 
with hardtop”, and Gordon Eckert set 
PBs in his red MGA. It was fun to try 
out each other’s cars. It was cold first 
thing in the morning and I taped up the 
radiator of the NA (see photo) to get 
some warmth into the block. We en-
joyed a $20 lunch in the Restaurant 
before the afternoon session. The Bend 
kindly allowed us to have an “open pit” 
so we could go out on the track as we 
wished – this gave us plenty of time as 
we had 14 cars and we all found racing 
around the twisty 3.9km track to be 
quite tiring. 
 

So, please consider joining us on Sep-
tember 5 & 6 There will be lots of inter-
esting cars including a Bugatti Type 37 
and hopefully Ray Finch’s C Type Jag-
uar. Spectators are free but it would be 
fabulous to see a squadron of MGs on 
the Track. Give your car a thrill and 
whizz around the very safe track along-
side your mates from MGCCSA. 
 

Check out the website 
www.thebend.com.au/Classic2020 
 

Peter Cundy 
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Ian Buckley sent these comments 
about Peters article......... 
Laurie, I absolutely concur with 
Peter's words. The open circuit 
option which was accepted by all 
entrants on the day at the East 
Circuit meant that you could come 
and go as you pleased. It really 
made the day and the super 
smooth sweeping and undulating 
track was real fun at almost any 
pace for the entrants. 
 

I was a bit skeptical about the 
Bend because I knew Mallala so 
well years ago but I am completely 
converted.  The management 
team at the East circuit went out 
of their way to be friendly and 
accommodating. The lunch in the 
restaurant, as Peter says was 
great value for $20.00 dining in 
comfort 
Cheers  Ian 
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From..Bev Waters Motorsport Secretary 

MOTORKHANA JULY 5
TH 

 MALLALA SKID PAN 

A  big challenge for the Hot Bricks 
club to run a motorkhana with all the 

Covid restrictions to abide by, but they 
did it very well and a big thank you to 
Adrian Flynn who headed the group. 
All the necessary paperwork was done 
prior to the event, and registered at-
tendees marked off the register upon 
their arrival by Michelle Edwards.   So 
anxious were the competitors to be back 
into motorsport, that some were seen 
lining up outside the gates in the dark.  
Event officials were kept to a minimum, 
and without organizing a ‘come and try’ 
section for this first event back, the ex-
perienced competitors knew the routine 
and everything proceeded to plan and 
was respectful of the new rules. 
With 26 competitors, they completed 2 
runs of 10 different tests which is a rec-
ord for some time, and still managed to 
finish by 3.30pm.  We were lucky the 
rain held off for the day, but the wind on 
the legs was quite chilly under the timing 
table. 
Dave is an Australia Champion and nev-
er fails to impress with his skilled driving, 

and our fastest driver in an MG was Ja-
son, congratulations.  Even the experi-
enced can become unhinged with Tim 
going in the wrong direction (WD) four 
times, but luckily all in different tests, 
giving him one good run in each to get 
some good results, only 7 seconds be-
hind Jason.  Nick also had 4 WDs but 
unfortunately there were two in the 
same test.  I guess he won’t forget 
‘Happy Birthday’ for a while.  
Tyler and Faye both had problems with 
the ‘Try Angles’ test (as did many others 
on the day), going the wrong way in 
both attempts which didn’t help with the 
final results, but their car handling and 
driving skills have increased dramatical-
ly since  participating at these events.  It 
was really great to see Wes back in the 
1100 (we missed it), and he really 
looked at home. Trialling out the MGZS 
at recent events to check out its han-
dling was understandable though. 
There is a motorkhana calendared in Mt 
Gambier for August, but there is another 
planned at Mallala on Sept 13

th
 and I will 

keep you up to date on that one.  
Our thanks to John Lemm of MSI media 
for supplying the photos. Visit his web-
site for these and other motorsport 
event pics..   www.msimedia.com.au 
 

Cheers Bev 
 
 
 
 

Name Car Class /
place 

Dave Beams Delta Spl F   2nd 

Jason Edwards MGTD B   2nd 

Tim Edmonds MGBGT V8 B   3rd 

Nick Phillips MGB B   4th 

Tyler Edwards MGZR C   10th 

Wes Bray MG1100 B   5th 

Faye Edwards MGTD B   6th 

Multiclub Hillclimb 19
th

 July 2020 
 

Well it certainly was good to be back at 
motorsport again after a long break with 
all the crazy things we’ve been going 
through. Firstly, a big congratulations to 
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   Guess who ? 
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the sporting car club for running and 
organising a great covid safe event and 
well done to all participants for doing the 
right things on the day as required.   
 

The day started very foggy and very 
very cold as is the norm in the middle of 
winter at Collingrove. The track was wet 
and quite slippery for the first few runs 
but did dry up for the last two and we 
managed to get some good times up on 
the board. 
 

There were 6 MG club members en-
tered ,  Dick Manning in one of his many 
MG TF’s , a road going TF as he didn’t 
want to bother with a trailer, Tim Ed-
monds in the trusty MGBV8, Nick Phil-
lips in the MGB Roadster, Lindsay Hick 
in the Now supercharged MGTC, myself 
in the MG ZS180 and the ever con-
sistent John Davies in the Mitsubishi 
EVO. 
 

We managed to get 6 runs all up with 
the first run being a practice non timed 
run followed by 5 timed runs. There 
were lots of off’s and delays with the wet 
track and timing issues which prevented 
us from having more runs but in all great 
fun was had by all .the first three runs 
were all very close time wise as the 
track was in varies stages of dampness 
with all the times for the MG’s being 
within a second or so and Lindsay mak-
ing the most of a drying track in the sec-
ond run to get the Fastest MG time and 
fire the rest of us up to push harder  
 

As usual the great MG rivalry was in full 
swing as it usually is when Dick Man-
ning is around, plenty of banter and at-
tempted sabotage. I was the target of 
the banter being the car bought on a 
trailer and was told before the last run 
by Dick and TIM that 10 minutes after 
the last run they’ll be packed up and on 
there way home whilst I’ll still be loading 
the car on the trailer. 
Well…………..Karma’s a strange thing 
isn’t it. on the last run Dick in all his ef-
fort to try and beat the mighty ZS180 

 blew a coolant hose off the motor and 
then had to spend half an hour to fix it 
before driving home. I even had time to 
come back over and offer some advice 
after loading my car on the trailer. so 
sweet it is. Dick did fix it ok and whilst 
we had to stop a couple of times to top 
up and check levels, he made it home 
ok. 
 

Lindsay had a great day slowly getting 
quicker as the day progressed with the 
car sounding fantastic as it screamed up 
the hill. He’s still so close to breaking 
that 40second barrier and I think with 
some better track conditions it will soon 
happen. 
  

Tim was having a great battle with Dick 
all day with their times alternating be-
tween them with Tim coming out on top 
with Dick only 0.25 of a second behind 
and Lindsay only half a second behind 
them. 
 

It was great to see Nick Phillips back at 
the hillclimb again and was having a lot 
of fun trying to keep the car in a straight 
line . he regretted not putting his track 
tyres on as his road tyres are getting a 
bit hard now and weren’t ideal in the 
slippery conditions but still managed to 
put in a good time on the last run to be 
only a half second behind Lindsay . 
 

John Davies was still super quick in the 
EVO with 4wd grip . it’s so amazing to 
watch those cars get off the start line 
and fire up the hill. John once again fin-
ished in the top 10 for the day amongst 
some very fast cars and drivers. 
 

I had a fun day getting used to a differ-
ent handling car thanks to some sus-
pension modifications over the covid 
lockdown and am very much looking 
forward to the year ahead . I ended up 
fastest MG on the day and new PB in 
this car albeit by .02 of a second but I’ll 
take that.  
Also, a big thanks to Steve Bowra for 
coming to show some support for us 
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blokes and take some Photo’s of the 
day for you all to enjoy. 
So welcome back to motorsport South 
Australia and I’ll see you next time with 
your helmet on. 

Rob Hall 

John Davies           34.34 sec 
Rob Hall       37.89 sec 
Tim Edmonds     40.01 sec 
Dick Manning      40.28 sec 
Lindsay Hick           40.91 sec 
Nick Phillips            41.53 sec 

Continued overleaf 
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MSCA SUPER SPRINT Round 2  
Mallala 26

th
 July 2020 

In ideal conditions, sixteen MG club com-
petitors were keen to take to the track af-
ter four months of forced down time, dur-
ing which several members took the op-
portunity to do some fine tuning and re-
pairs, most with favourable results.  

Alexander Hick (the son of Lindsay 
Hick) who has been accompanying 
his father at Sprints and Hillclimb 
events for many years, took to the 
track himself for the first time in his 
Toyota 86 and had an awesome first 
Super Sprint. Starting times at 1:36 
and getting down to 1:31 in the 4th 
round - pretty good times for  a stock 
Toyota 86, and according to dad, he 
hasn't stopped smiling since. 
 

Tyler Edwards also driving extremely 
well taking two and half seconds off 
his personal best with a recorded 
time of 1:31.54, but still keen to do 
better – that is a great time any ones 
language, and for a 14 year old, is 
exceptional - and in an MG too. 
 

Rob Hall was seen walking around 
with a grin from ear to ear. After 
some new suspension modifications 
and lightened fly wheel, he was hap-
py to report a much better handling 
car and managed to improve his per-
sonal best time by 1.4 seconds.  ‘A 
very happy chappy’. 
 

A disappointing day for Laurie who 
after replacing his gearbox over the 
last year, and this the first opportuni-
ty to test  the car, discovered a bad 
oil leak from the rear seal  and had to 
withdraw after very little time on the 
track.   He expects to be back at the 
track for the August event. 
 

Dick also tackled the gearbox during 
time in recess, but he kept finding a 
box full of neutral gears out on the 
track.   However he did manage to 
complete the full day of events, but 
disappointed with his times.   Next 
time, he also needs to remember to 
take the carpet out of the boot before 
racing, with smoke detected coming 
from the compartment due to an 
overheated exhaust. 
  

Craig was concerned midway during 
the day with an engine warning light 
coming on, and was prepared to 
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Continued overleaf 

withdraw, but a tip from President Tim, 
sorted the problem, and was able to 
complete the day with another great 
time of 1:32.58. 
 

The forced shut down of motorsport 
encouraged many to look at what could 
be done to improve performances, with 
Nick fitting a new cylinder head, and 
also trying a new set of racing tyres, 
which I am know from experience 
makes  a great deal of difference to the 
handling of a car. 
 

Several others were seen during the 
day under the bonnet or under the car 
checking things out, but most finished 
the event.  Sorry to see Thomas Ball 
retiring after sixteen timed laps, with a 
mechanical problem.   Scott shared a 
drive with Helen Stephenson, after get-
ting Helen’s car ‘race ready’ for her de-
but full race meeting in early August, 
and the car performing as well as hoped 
and Helen also achieving her personal 
best time. 
 

It is interesting to note that the times for 
all the drivers are dropping rapidly from 
previous years, with the fastest times of 
the event ranging from 1:14.95 to 
1:38.55 which is quite different from 
years gone by.  
 

Congratulations to all our competitors: 
John Davies Lancer Evo8            1:16.58 
Jason Edwards Lotus Exige         1:18.94 
Thomas Ball Datsun 280ZX         1:25.20 
Robert Hall MGZS180                  1:25.26 
Murray Stephenson  Honda  
                                                    1:28.18 
Dick Manning MGTF                     1:28.38 
Tim Edmonds MGBGTV8             1:28.83 
Scott Stephenson Hyundai Excel  
                                                    1:29.05 
Martin Ball Rover 3500SDI           1:29.17 
Tyler Edwards MGZR                   1:31.54 
Alexander Hick  Toyota 86          1:31.70 
Craig Steel Mercedes                  1:32.58 
Nick Phillips MGB                         1:33.54 
Lindsay Hick MGTC Spec            1:35.24 
Alan Cardnell MGB                       1:37.65 
 

Thanks to all our officials and support 
crew.  Berry Treffers was the official 
starter, Michelle Edwards and I assisted 
with the Covid 19 checking-in of every-
one on arrival, and then I adjourned to 
the timing tower to assist where I am 
away from all the action, and I thank the 
members who contributed to the article.  
Thanks also to our support crew Sandra 
Cardnell, Karen Stephenson, Faye Ed-
wards and Geoff Short, Robyne & Stu-
art Hick 
 

A mile stone on the day with 3 father/
son combinations competing 
Jason and Tyler Edwards 
Lindsay and Alexander Hick 
Murray and Scott Stephenson 
 

There is a lot of new restrictions and 
paperwork to comply with the current 
times, and full marks to the MSCA work-
ers who have worked tirelessly to make 
the event happen.  All the entries and 
paperwork has to be completed prior to 
the event including self -scrutineering, 
which enabled the event to be started 
earlier at 9.30am and was completed by 
3.00pm, after which an invitation run 
was extended to those who wanted it. 
 

Stay safe, Cheers Bev 
Get well wishes to Stan & Jan Ward, 
and happy birthday Stan 
 

NEXT MOTORSPSORT EVENTS: 
 
Aug 30 MSCA Supersprint Rd3 Mallala 
- Trialling a rolling start 
Aug 23 Multi-club Hillclimb 
Aug 30 Motorkhana Mt Gambier  
Sep 20 Motorkhana Mallala 
Oct 4  MSCA Supersprint Rd 4 – The 
Bend Motorsport Park East Circuit 
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Bugga 
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Father  , Lindsay                               Son  Alexander 
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MGs IN MY LIFE 
From...Nigel Steele Scott ……..MGTD 

W hen I left school in the 50s part 
time jobs were easy to get, but 

not much money, and I had to work on 
farms to qualify for an Agricultural Sci-
ence degree. However at the end of my 
1

st
 year at university I was conscripted 

to do national service.  Enforced saving. 
I came out with £95.  I always had a 
desire to own an MG tourer but I ended 
up with an Austin 8 tourer which cost 
me £80.  However my sister was in a 
much better financial position and she 
set out to buy a secondhand Morris Mini 
from our mutual friend John Taylor.  He 
had a nice MG in the yard with which 
my sister was immediately smitten, and 
he said there was an even nicer one for 
sale from one of his friends and she 
bought it.  I thus had the vicarious 
pleasure of driving it from time to time. 
It all came to head when I got married. 
My sister gave Chris and I half of the 
MG (=200 pounds) for a wedding pre-
sent as she was going overseas. I sold 
the Austin 8 for 100 pounds and we 
found the rest. We used it on our hon-
eymoon to visit relatives and friends in 
New South Wales and Victoria. 
Very soon we had children, one child in 
a bassinet could be put behind the seat, 
and with the arrival of a 2

nd
 child he oc-

cupied the bassinet while our daughter 
sat in a sling seat over the bench of the 
front seat between us.  The boy was a 
poor sleeper and my wife often put him 
in the back of the MG and drove around 
the block to put him to sleep which ex-
plains his current love of motorcars as 
he had just bought a noisy Aston Martin 
to add to his noisy Z. 
The arrival of the 3

rd
 child sealed the 

fate of the MG and we sold it, not with-
out mishap, as it broke a rear axle on 
the demonstration drive. On return from 
overseas my sister found an excellent 
low mileage Magnette and used it to 
visit us in Sydney, more vicarious 

pleasure. While living in Edinburgh a 
cousin visited us frequently so I could 
help her maintain her Farina styled MG 
saloon which she bought from the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh professor I had 
gone to work with as he had bought a 
new MG (Sprite).  Both the old and the 
new MG in Edinburgh were rust mag-
nets. 
in the 70s we returned to live in Ade-
laide renting a friend’s house while he 
was overseas, and I had the use of an 
old and well worn MG Y type saloon.  It 
was a wonderfully quiet smooth and 
comfortable car to drive around Ade-
laide. Subsequently an old friend of our 
family gave me an Y type saloon which 
he had pulled completely to pieces. I 
found a shed for it but eventually I had 
to sell it as I had nowhere to keep it (I 
believe it is still complete, dismantled 
and untouched since I sold it 15 years 
ago). 
Finally early in 2019 I decided that my 
1928 Buick Tourer which my family 
drove once every 2 years in the Bay to 
Birdwood was past its use by date after 
50 years in my hands.  I visited Gary 
Rainsford to investigate selling it and 
ended up swapping it for the well used 
MG TD I now own. 
Well, I sort of own it, within 3 days of 
taking delivery in April 2019 my grand-
daughters borrowed it. They returned it 
for a week so a grandson from Sydney 
could drive it.  When he went back to 
Sydney, they took it back.  Then my 
daughter needed a turn but I was able 
to borrow it to attend a T register meet-
ing.  With the onset of winter and Covid 
19 it is back in my shed and I have driv-
en it for the 3

rd
 time since I bought it!  

Now my sister is queuing up!  I do not 
plan to restore it.  I will repair and refur-
bish the bits that don’t work very well, 
like the doors and the hood.  It has 
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some odd bucket seats and it 
would be good to get the correct 
one. However it is safe, and has 
properly mounted lap seat belts. 
It is in sound mechanical condi-
tion with good brakes. Just to 
complete the cycle I recently re-
built an Austin 8.  
I have a number of old cars, and 
my children and grandchildren 
enjoy driving them on occasion. 
However they take the MG and 
the Austin 8 away for weeks at a 
time. These two little open cars 
give me and more importantly my 
family enormous pleasure as they 
are fun and easy to drive. 
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Alan is participating in the South Aus-
tralian Living Artists exhibition being 
held in Strathalbyn during August 
and is supported by many artists 
Editor... 



 

TRADE  DIRECTORY 

  Ann Calver  
Real Estate Sales Consultant 

 RLA200675 

 
Selling real estate, or know someone 

who is? Call me for an appraisal of your 
most valuable asset (apart from your MG 
of course!!). Or see me personally for a 
special MG Car Club deal as I regularly 

attend mid-week lunch runs.  

Ph: 0419 812 621 
E:mail 

ann.calver@harcourts. 
com.au 

 dfshastie@gmail.com  

 

TWO TIMS  
SHIRAZ  

2016 MCLAREN VALE 
Rated 94 points 

Leath Hunt: 0412 646 931 
www.twotims.com.au 

 
 

Leath Hunt is offering their 
2016 SHIRAZ 

To Club members for  
$120.00a case (12) as a Xmas special 

Delivered free into the Adelaide  
metropolitan area. 

Logon to their website for reviews etc; 
www.twotims.com.au 

Email: lhunt43@live.com.au 
M: 0412 646 931 
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FOR SALE FOR SALE 

4 x Excelsior competition "H" tyres, in 
used condition but still OK to use from a 
MG pre-war car, size 4.00x19 with 4 x 
Swift 400/450x19 tubes (brand new nev-
er used) Price is $150 or O.N.O.  
 
2 of 1 ½ inch SU carbies – nearly all 
there $50.00 (no photo) 
Brian Forth 
Phone 82514213 Mobile 0409 514 213 
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 5 x14” rims 
$110 
1 x 14’ Rim 
$60 

Contact Fred DeBono 
0432 350 460 

WRECKING MGF/TF 
Hoods, interior, motors, wheels,  
head lights etc 
Dick Manning 0412 818019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MGY 1949 Maroon 
Genuine Original vehicle, runs and 
drives well. Excellent interior, paint is 
aged. Original papers.  
Registered till 14/4/2020 
Asking $15,000 ono 
Contact: 0419 215 859 

FOR SALE FOR SALE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2003 MGF TF 120 Automatic Roadster 
Transmission Type: Continuously Varia-
ble with Manual Shift Mode No Gears: 6 
Pre-Programmed  
Colour: British Racing Green  
Interior: Black Leather Trim  
Spoked Wheel Trims with MG Badge 
Kilometres: 60,000 Approximately  
Registration No: DD760M  
Asking Price: $12,500 
 Contact: Maria Crawford  
76 Gladstone Ave Kilburn 5084  
Email: mariacrawford38@yahoo.com.a 

MGTC Parts 
A complete MGTC timber kit in quality 
seasoned Australian coachwood 
(including most of the original timber) 
A set of sheet metal patterns for re-
skinning the body tub and doors (less 
the firewall) 
A complete but very rusty 1500 MGA 
that needs a total ground-up restora-
tion. The body is in two halves with 
some work started and some extra pan-
els. 
I have the complete original motor plus 
a 1622 and a number of complete Aus-
tin 1800 heads. 
 I am open to (sensible) offers for these 
items and if there is genuine interest will 
send photographs on request. 
 Tony Bayliss 
0417 062 352 
bayrest2@bigpond.com 

1972 MGB . Member MGCCSA 20+ 
years. Registered REC496. Well cared 
for, red, mechanically sound, regularly 
serviced, hood in good condition, ton-
neau cover, good original interior, paper 
work available.  Chassis and motor 
sound. Damage to bonnet and front sec-
tion requiring repairs, Worthy of inspec-
tion. Garaged SA 5024.  
Reasonable offer.  
Call Donald.   0419502874   
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MGBGT 1977 SPARES 
Recon Diff housing. Filters. Many elec-
trical items. New wire wheel hub.  
Light lenses. Carbys Fuel pumps  & 
linkages. 2 x new rear axles. Inner 
tubes. Steering wheel. Brake parts. 
Suspension parts Tow bar c/- plug / ball. 
Chrome wheel nuts. Many other parts 
Contact Brian. M: 0414 418 298 to view. 

FOR SALE 

WANTED TO BUY 

Set of 5 1969  
Steel Wheels 
Good cond. Hubs, 
Bearings, Chrome 
trims, can be deliv-
ered anywhere 
along the freeway 
from Tailem Bend 
or in Adelaide . 
Contact Craig Nottle 
M: 0429 721 217 or Bev 0411 511 689. 
Price: Make me an offer 

A pair of front shockers for a 1979 MGB 
Contact: Kym Buckingham 
buck1@adam.com.au 
best contact as mobile is diverted at 
times for work 

FOR SALE 

 MGTC SPARES 
1.Front axle complete hub to hub inc 
brake & steering components 
2.Chassis complete. RH rail rusted but 
repairable. Very straight & square. 
3.Pair of headlamps inc 7 inch reducer 
rims 
4. SU Carbs 11/4 inch with new inlet 
manifold. Also linkages etc to suit TC or 
TD 
5.Steering box, shaft & column + box 
mounting bracket 
6. Brake wheel cylinders, shoe sets 
front & rear 
7. LH running board 
8. Front cowl (rough) 
9. Starter cable (new) 
MORRIS 10 
Motor. complete minus crankshaft 
Please contact Peter 0404684760 
 

MGB mark 11 
1970 
Reg XAC 362 
White with black 
interior 
Price $14,000 
negotiable 
Contat Ted 0409 287 567 
burrtnk@bigpond.com 

MGTF 1954 
An earlier 
concourse 
restoration, 
Was pur-
chased as 
is, replaced 
tyres and 
battery, runs & drives perfectly. 
$35K. Contact John Crabb  ( Barossa ) 
0412 394 333 

MGA chassis and/or body components 
Please contact Peter 0404684760 
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