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Editorial
From ..Laurie Houghton

I

t is the 19/11 as I write this having completed the issue and
preparing to take it to the printer
when as you all know what happened at midnight, so I have no
idea when you will be reading this.
However I do wish you all have a
safe and Merry Xmas and Happy
New Year,
Thanks to everyone who submitted
articles and event reports which
made for interesting reading.
No thanks to the originators of the
virus who stuffed up our wonderful
and easy going livelihood, we can
only live in hope science will prevail
and we will get through this mess.
In spite of the dramas we have still
been able to have limited meeting
and events and the organisers deserve credit for their resolve and
members for supporting them,
well done to you all.
2021 events are yet to be finalised
due to the uncertainty of the availability of venues etc;
Finally, thanks to our advertisers
who supported us during the year.
See you in the New Year

MGCC Clubrooms
Monthly General Meetings
Held at 8.00 pm on the second Tuesday of
each month at the Clubrooms. All those who
are interested in MGs are welcome.
“Noggin’ & Natter”
Every Friday night at the Clubrooms. Time:
7.30 pm - ~ 10.00 pm. All welcome for a
chat and a drink. Licensed premises.
Tea and coffee available.
Register Meetings
“T” Reg. First Thursday of each month.
Time: 7.00 for 7.30 pm.start. Venues as
advertised in Register Report. Everyone
welcome - even if you don’t own a Register
vehicle.
MGF Reg. Bi-monthly Second Thursday
of the month at the clubrooms 7.30pm
MGA/Magnette Reg Bi-monthly on the
third Thursday of the month, starts Jan in
odd numbered months, 7.00 pm for 7.30
Know Your MG Meetings
Third Tuesday of each month. Time: 7.00
for 7.30 pm. Start. Venues as
advertised.Everyone welcome.
Breakfast Runs
Now Meet at Veale Gardens, CBD South
Tce. For 9.00am starts. BYO everything for
breakfast. See Calendar for dates etc;

And don’t forget, please
support our sponsors
whenever possible
and be sure to let them
know you are an MG
Car Club member

Mid Week Lunch Runs
Second Thursday in the month.
See the calendar
Motorsport Events
See Motorsport Report.

Printed by Kwik Kopy Unley. Shop 7A
453 Fullarton Road Highgate SA 5063
Ph: 8271 7422 A National Meeting
sponsor
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PRESIDENTS REPORT
From Tim Edmonds

H

cellation of the 2020
national meeting. This
fund is normally used
to help clubs with cashflow when running a meeting.
As this will be my last report for the
year, I wish you all a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New year. See you soon
and I hope we will be back to a Covid
normal.

i All
We have made it to the end of the
year, until yesterday it was almost normal hopefully by the time you read this
our hiccup will be over. We had our last
super sprint last Sunday 40 degrees
windy and no power, but it became a
practice day, a full report has been written by Bev elsewhere.
We have helped, as has the other MG
Car Clubs of Australia the MGCC of
Victoria to rebuild the fund for the organisers of the national meetings as a
lot was lost due the short notice of can-

Regards
Tim

NEW MEMBERS
The MG Car Club of South Australia extend a warm
welcome to the following new members
who joined in the October period
We look forward to meeting you at club meetings
and events.
Ray Porter

Jaguar XJ6

Robin Dunk

MG Midget

Jason & Karen Andrews

MGB

John & Kathryn Kelly

MGB

REMINDER
THERE IS NO MAGAZINE IN JANUARY
THE FIRST ISSUE FOR 2021 IS THE COMBINED
JANUARY / FEBRUARY MAGAZINE
AVAILABLE EARLY FEBRUARY
ARTICLES / CONTENT TO BE SUBMITTED
BY THE 10TH OF JANUARY
6
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MGC NEWS
from Ian Hobbs, MGC Register Co-ordinator, December 2020
The Torsion Bar Run
(‘cos it’s held in spring)
his year’s Torsion Bar run was the
first run after the Covid lockdown
that created the cancellation of the
Automnal run in April. We had a good
roll up with Robyn and his navigator Ray
arriving in his Old English White roadster, Lynton and his navigator in life,
Lyn, arrived in their Pale Primrose roadster, Peter brought along his green GT
and then there were the red cars, Jim
and Mike came in their roadsters and
Ron and myself were in our GTs.
Seven in total.
The plan was to leave Beaumont Rd in
convey and travel along Fullarton Road
then up into the Adelaide Hills along Old
Belair Rd and along passed Belair National Park, through Upper Sturt to Crafers West. A right-hand turn into Stirling
down Ayres Hill Rd and another right
along Longwood Rd to Longwood. A
left-hand turn down Leslie Creek Rd to
Mylor and right onto Strathalbyn Rd
through to Meadows, Ashbourne and up
Ashbourne Rd to Strath and on to our
destination, Gilbert’s Motor Museum,
Strathalbyn.
By the time we had travelled a couple of
hundred meters to the first set of traffic
lights, we had lost our last ‘C’ in the line.
Robyn stopped at a red light! We travelled slowly hoping he would catch up
but that did not happen. After a phone
call we heard Robyn was travelling up
Belair Rd rather than Old Belair Road
but we agreed to wait for him at the

Heathfield school. The six ‘C’s continued on, but by the time we arrived at the
school we had lost another three ‘C’s.
After another phone call we heard that
Peter and the other two ‘C’s were on
their way to Strath, so the four of us
headed there too. Just as we were
heading to the Kondoparinga Rd turn off
to Meadows, I notice the tail end of an
MG roadster. By the time we hit the
Meadow’s main street the seven ‘C’s
had formed a convoy once again.
Luckily, we were all heading in the same
direction.
Peter was now leading the group and
took a short-cut down Paris Creek Rd
and once we hit Strathalbyn, we followed him through a number of back
streets of Strath. When I ask Peter if he
knew where he was going, he responded saying, “she just told me to go
that way.” The only “she” I could find in
his GT was a small screen with the
words ‘Garmin’ on it.
We parked out the front of Gilbert’s and
Mike who had arranged the visit, directed us to the entrance. He told us
that the idea for a museum was conceived by local motoring enthusiasts
and their web site says, “The work we
do at Strathalbyn Tourism Association
(a non-profit volunteer run organisation)
is aimed at bringing visitors to Strathalbyn and putting smiles upon the faces of
all – visitors and locals alike. We aim to
showcase the best Strathalbyn and surrounds has to offer. The Museum is one
part of that – a beautiful property, with a
huge history, put back to work, as a
base for motor enthusiasts, families, car

T
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clubs, local market and community
groups.”
It is a small museum with lots of soul.
As you enter, an old office on the right
has been turned into a Glen Dix display,
showcasing much of Glen’s memorabilia
from his days as starter of the Australian
Grand Prix in Adelaide, SA. There is a
wonderful model of the GP track that
was retrieved from an enthusiast’s
kitchen table.
The displays are colourful with old
benches covered in old tools, engines,
oil cans, motoring signs and hubcaps.
There’s even a mannequin dressed in
overalls, holding a spanner while peering under an open bonnet. The volunteers have set up a meeting room and
library with a TV showing videos of the
Great Race at Bathurst, NSW. Do you

December 2020
remember when Kevin Bartlett rolled the
Channel 9 Camaro on the Channel 7
telecast in 1982? Talk about reminiscing!
After a thorough scrutinising of the displays, it was time to go next door for a
coffee and cake. Mike directed us there
too. While there, Ian threw his MGC coordinator’s badge onto the table, offering
it to anyone who might like it. All of the
‘C’ owners assembled decided that he
should have it back again which he
agreed.
Thanks Mike for organising the details
and thanks Peter for taking us on an unplanned but interesting route. I never
knew those streets existed.
C ya soon
Ian
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BREAKFAST RUN REPORT
By Steve Spong, John Roach & David McNabb

Breakfast Run to Younghusband
25th October 2020
e woke up to a rainy start to the
day, but a quick look at the
weather radar showed that east of the
Hills it was going to be dry, and it was.
The rains soon cleared as we made our
way on our annual pilgrimage to the
Fo wer ak er ’s r i ver s i d e p l ac e at
Younghusband.

W

In fact Andy Morgan and Chris Hunt
were both game enough to do the whole
trip with their tops down. Then whilst
following Chris, David & Kerry wondered
why he was not going quite as briskly as
he would normally. Anyway, it turned out
the car had begun to run on three, so on
arrival at the Foweraker's a small team
involving Graham, Terry and Andy were
able to track down an errant plug lead
on No.3 cylinder that had cooked a plug.
The 3 Musketeers were all able to help
effect repairs which had a relieved Chris
being able to motor home, much more
briskly, on all four cylinders! So all’s well
that ends well.
The route took the freeway for a quick
exit from town. Then it was along the
Old Princes Highway through Nairne,
Kanmantoo and past Monarto into
Murray Bridge. Thereafter it was just a
case of following the river north towards
Mannum and then off to Younghusband.
The rest of the morning was spent sitting
around, chatting and watching the world
10

go slowly by on the river, which was
very full and looked great.
It was also good to see Phil Smith being
very active on his “two” new knees, and
for both of Berry’s dogs it was a nice trip
into the country.
Then Alan & Ros fired up the BBQ.
They cooked a mountain of snags and
onions, and as everyone had bought a
small salad or cakes for dessert, we all
enjoyed a big lunchtime sausage sizzle.
In talking to Alan & Ros about the area;
they suggested we take a drive further
along their East Front Road and continue on a scenic drive past the old
Younghusband Store. So a few of us
took that way home.
The road follows the river closely for
some time and then climbs to the top of
the cliffs at Teal Flat and so provides a
panoramic lookout. It is a spot well
worth seeking out as it provides terrific
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views along the river, of its extensive
back waters, and of the very large and
impressive riverside properties opposite.
The road itself then loops back to Mannum.
So once again our big thanks to Ros and
Alan for their hospitality and generosity.
They have even asked us to lock in the
last Sunday in October 2021 to do it all
again! So thank you and yes we will!
Attendees:
Alan & Ros Foweraker Patrol - Hosts
Chris Hunt MGTD
Andy Morgan MG Midget
Terry Cook MGB
Leigh & Judy Albertson MGB
Geoff & Judy Glasson MGB
Nick & Dennise Micklem MGB
Bill & Sue Gilson MGB V8
Steve Spong &
Barb Harrington MGB GT
Tony & Wanda Freckleton MGB GT
John Roach MGF
Berry Treffers,
with Tarni & Brandy MG 6
David McNabb & Kerry Hugo MG GS
Graham Loader Mustang
Phil & Esther Smith Caprice
Trevor White & Robyn Saunders Mitsubishi Challenger
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We celebrate UK Club’s 90th birthday
From.. Stephen Marlow

I

n one of our club’s biggest turnouts rangements, including the Register Coin this COVID year, 116 cars and ordinators who did a great job of ‘cat
nearly 190 members, family and friends herding’ early that Sunday morning!
turned out to commemorate the 90th The first UK club’s origins lie in an adverbirthday of the world’s oldest MG Car tisement placed in the Light Car magaClub.
zine in 1930, suggesting forming a club
Clubs around the world were called on for MG owners. Over 30 cars and their
by the UK Club to join its celebrations, drivers turned up at that first meeting, at
simultaneously, on October 11th.
the Roebuck Hotel in Hertfordshire, and
In South Australia each register chose since then MG Car Clubs have sprung
its own starting point with a ‘group up around the world.
photo’ in mind before heading in glori- All those clubs were asked to take part in
ous sunny conditions to the National the 90th birthday, with photos, videos and
Motor Museum at Birdwood.
texts winging their way through the ether
There, our generous hosts provided the to the UK to be shared globally with folperfect backdrop to display our part of lowers of the Octagon.
MG history from pre-war to the very lat- It was great to see that, despite the reest models, while more than 100 other strictions we are all putting up with this
(great!) cars were arranged nearby for year, we were able to get out together
photos, drone pictures and video, and and enjoy a really great day at a prime
some great conversations by owners, location, while at the same time contribdrivers and aficionados.
uting to part of the marque’s international
MGCC of SA would like to thank the reputation and history.
National Motor Museum for their help in I wonder what we’ll do when our friends
putting this hugely successful day to- in the UK turn 100 . .
gether, and Shannons for sponsoring
free admission to the wonderful mu- Note. Many photos from this event were
seum which just seems to get better published in the November issue.
with every visit. Many thanks too to the Editor .
team from our Club who worked on ar12
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MG ADELAIDE WORKSHOPS
& A.A. Automotive (Adrian Akhurst)

14 Nightingale Avenue Magil 5072. Tel 08 8364 4988
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Prewar & T Register Report
From..John Bray

The Biggest Shed, Paechtown via
Hahndorf .
5 November 2020

Graham Loader has told me that Mike
Lyons has been seriously ill of late. All
the best Mike from all of us in the Register, hang in there hope we will see you
soon.
General Business. After a slow start
there was plenty of banter and interjecting by excited members eager to disrupt
the Boss of the meeting. A call from the
River Murray by AC Pearson on his
floating house of leisure was quickly
extinguished, after all who cares if he is
having a great time on the river.
Russell the Garth launched into his latest passion, establishing a Register
Facebook account for us based on others around the country which has merit if
it flies.
Message from Dean Hosking looking for
a 7 ¼ inch fork for a TD clutch if anyone
has one lying around.
Buckles has some 16 inch wheels , ring
to discuss.
2020 was a year that we reflected upon
the loss of long standing members, Don
Offler, Ron Lewis and Mal ‘Bluey ‘ Caire,
a shame that Convid-19 did not allow us
to come together and celebrate their
lives connected to the MGCC SA.
Pre-war news. Great excitement with
the arrival of the 1933 K3 to Martin Bar-

O

ur grateful thanks to Peter and
Bronwyn Micklem for hosting us
under Convid-19 rules of engagement
this year in central daylight saving time
for our November meeting.
Eager drivers met at Crafers park n Ride
about 6.00pm for the rush down the
freeway to Hahndorf, a total of 14 T
Types and 1 prewar NA graced the
meeting.
Arrival in the daylight was certainly
beneficial to those negotiating the circular driveway in and around the property,
certainly we saw a lot more of Peter’s
work this year, it is a great shed for sure.
A total of 27 members signed in.
Apologies. A considerable number let
me know which helped reduce the numbers under Convid rules, also adds padding to this report.
Messers Aitkin, Harris Fisher Forth, Burmann, Liebbrandt, Loader, Lyons,
McNaughton, Pearson, Hosking, Bates,
Schillers, Shepard, Gibbs, Hurst, Clarke,
Kinnear & Finch.
On the sick list are Mike Lyons, Barry
Bahnisch, Stan Shephard.
14

ratt, see the article by Bob Schapel in
the magazine last month, such a lot has
come to light and is written about the
ownership and racing history of this car
# 3752.
Breaking news, the Vicar’s 1934 NA is
about to receive from Germany a unused engine block, sump, crankshaft
and sundry other bits from an 80 year
old MG enthusiast who also owns one of
the rare ND’s , a Fritz mate of Arthur’s I
am told.
Vicar Cundy tells the story with pride
and beams with excitement when the
matter of the supercharger gracing the
front of the NA is discussed, hopefully it
will be connected through the crankshaft
one day, but really, it does look the part.
Now we are told that there is considerable progress on Buckley’s J2 cylinder
head welding and crack testing , new
camshaft and rockers, just amazing that
some 86 years after the J’s and the N
Types were made, parts can be sourced
and surface.
Special thanks to Lachy Kinnear for his
work helping Buckles with the J2 gearbox.
Block emails. I have established mail
outs under block emails as we have
so many interested parties to inform. I do apologise if some are
not receiving the email regarding
the meetings and events, I did capture some that bounced back, let
me know if you are not sure that the
mail is getting to you.
Future meetings.
December’s
meeting will be held at Maurice and
Steph’s home at 10 Willora Rd
Eden Hills on Thursday 3 December, limited to 50 under Convid
rules. I will mail out an invitation,
the first 47 replies are eligible.
January’s meeting will be at King
Arthur’s West Lake Castle on 7
January 2021.
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This is almost a street party and we are
looking forward to having a brace of Prewar cars once again, and a good look at
Artfur’s recently renovated TC.
Again, Convid rules will apply, invitations
will be issued out beforehand.
Thankyou. To Bronwyn & Peter for a
delightful supper carefully prepared under the rules of Convid and for their fine
generosity as hosts for our November
meeting.
Thanks also Thane martin for taking
Curly in the TC up and back, apart from
enjoying the ride in the TC , he managed to squeeze more than a drop or
two of other peoples red down his throat
which resulted in some really wobbly
moments at the back door getting him
tucked away, he really loves these
nights.
Gidday to Stan Shepahard, hope you
get to read this in good time old fella.
See you at Mozza’s those who get to be
given a spot in the lineup.
Cheers, John Bray ( Boss )
PS Buckley’s TC was spotted on the
back of a tow truck today, cause unknown !

Continued overleaf
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MGF & Modern MG Register News
From..Neil Williams
Thursday November 12th
ell it was a “Spring Run” and we
all hoped it would be dry !
But of course that wasn`t the case at
least we were all in closed cars. Rain it
did ,the closer to Bridgewater it did get
heavier but of course we were in the
hills .

W

A very good participation from our members even though we clashed with the
normal Lunch run .
The Run started at the Crafers Hotel
with about an hours drive south to stop
for coffee at the Bakery Mclaren Flat
A few more cars joined the run at the
Bakery and then we headed to Bridgewater for lunch .
The second section took approx an hour
and we ran on some of the roads used
in the Adelaide rally quite a spirited drive
for some and a couple of cars did do a
drive through Mount Barker ( by mistake ) but all did arrive at the Bridgewater Inn for lunch .
We had a couple of guests join us , they
were Richard & Caroline Sutherland
members of the Triumph club but they
were driving a MG Midget .Interesting in
finding out that the car once belonged to
Jo Sheward, it was good to see it on the
road again .
Must thank both Dick Manning and
Haydn Reynolds for their efforts in producing another great drive and lunch .
We always thank the drivers but we
must thank Jeannie Reynolds also for
doing the navigating in the final planning stages.
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List of attendees
Haydn & Jennie Reynolds
Wes & Chris Bray
Stephen Wade
John Davies
Ken & Heather Burke
Berry Treffers
Rob Hall
Roger & Nerida Dawe
Steve Bowra
Daryl Kelly
Chris Hunt
Richard & Caroline Sutherland
Neil & Joyce Williams .
Many thanks throughout the year in
supporting the events we have organised .
Wishing you and your families a safe
and enjoyable Xmas
Look forward to seeing you at our MGF/
Modern Xmas BBQ on the 10th December , Check with me
Cheers
Neil Williams
0419 308 397

MG Car Club of South Australia
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THE NEW

MG3

AUTO

From

Features • 15” alloys

15” alloys • 8” colour touchscreen
with Apple Carplay
8” colour touchscreen
• Bluetooth
15” alloys
4•Speaker
audio system
with Apple •Carplay
colour
touchscreen
with
Yamaha
sound
• 8” front
• Bluetooth field
with Apple Carplay
control with
• Cruise
• Bluetooth
• 4 ∞Speaker audio
system
From
driveaway
parking
sensor
• Rear
4 Speaker
audio system
• sound
front Yamaha
field
• Rear
withcamera
front Yamaha sound
• Cruise control
Brake Assist
• Emergency
field
DRL’s
• LED
• Rear
MG3 1.5L NSE Core 82kW
Cruise
control
•sensor
∞ parking
From
driveaway
launch
assistsensor
• Hill
parking
• Rear
7 year unlimited KM warranty
• Rear camera
cloth
trim
• Tartan
Rear
camera
•
• Emergency Brake
Assist Brake Assist
247
North
East
Road
Emergency
•
CONTACT
Hampstead Gardens
• LED DRL’s • LED DRL’s
Lee Treacher
$15,990 is the driveaway
for MG3 Auto Core
model (with no added options). Available at participating MG dealers. Ends 31/12/18. While stocks
SouthpriceAustralia
5086
• Hill launch assist
last. Not available to fleet, government or rental buyers, or with other• offers. Hill
^7 year factory
warrantyassist
& !7 year roadside assistance T&C’s at
launch
Sales Managerwww.mgmotor.com.au/warranty.
available to fleet, gov’t, rental, hire car or chauffeur buyers. MG Motor Australia reserves the right to change or extend
Ph.: 8266Not5999
• Tartan cloth trim
these offers.
• Tartan cloth trim
Fax: (08) 8266 5222

$16,690
$15,990

•
•

$15,990

driveaway*

∞

∞

Mobile: 0413 392 361

∞$15,990

is the driveaway price for MG3 Auto Core model (with no added options). ∞ Available at participating MG dealers. Ends 31/12/18. While stocks
last. Not available to fleet, government or rental buyers, or with other offers. ^7 year factory warranty & !7 year roadside assistance T&C’s at
www.mgmotor.com.au/warranty. Not available to fleet, gov’t, rental, hire car or chauffeur buyers. MG Motor Australia reserves the right to change or extend
these offers.
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MGB REGISTER REPORT
From..Nick Phillips

T

Most coolants on the shelf at automotive
parts suppliers has a life of just three
years.
The products that contain Ethylene Glycol are not even “coolant”, despite what
they say on the label; they are intended
to be an anti-freeze, which is great for
cold northern hemisphere climates.
Ethylene Glycol does have a side benefit of increasing the boiling point of water
but it’s not the best way to achieve this
effect. These “coolants” also contain
anti-corrosive properties which are extremely important for a car’s engine,
particularly alloy blocks and heads such
as those in the MGB GT V8.
Tap water is definitely not a suitable
replacement in your car’s radiator
either. Tap water has a lower boiling
point and it vigorously corrodes the inside of your engine. Do not be tempted
to save a very few dollars by using tap
water.
I don’t hear many good stories about
water-less coolant. Water is best at
transferring heat.
Pers onall y, I us e bottled, demineralised water with an anticorrosion additive but everyone has
their preferences, it just shouldn’t be
tap water.
Another word of warning; to avoid blocking your radiator with sludge, avoid mixing different types of “coolant” if this is
the product that you prefer to use. It
used to be a simple choice of using the
red or green colour, now there’s also
blue and yellow for some modern cars,
but some manufacturers in their wisdom
have been using an additive in their
product with a colour dye that isn’t the
accepted industry colour type. Be careful on this point.

hat informative Mr. Mixture wrote a
very good story in the last magazine about the perils of driving cars with
old tyres. This was going to be my topic
for this month’s B-Register article, so I’ll
be writing on a different subject instead.
Before my article begins, I’d like to concur with Richard that using tyres after
the “best before” date is extremely dangerous, no matter how much tread is left
on the tyres, or whether a you consider
that a “weekend car” can’t justify the
expense of tyre replacement. There is
no definite rule for tyre replacement because it can depend on not just their
age (any tyres nearing ten years old are
definitely going to be suspect) but also
the number of heat-cycles they’ve had
or their exposure to UV rays from the
Sun. Worn tread is only one reason to
buy new tyres. Buy the best tyres that
you can!
With warmer weather finally arriving at
this time of the year, my article this
month concerns the MGB (and others)
cooling system. I’m not delving into the
many options available for improving the
cooling of the MGB engine but instead
I’ll discuss the more straight-forward
tasks which can be handled by most
DIYers. Much of this will be known to
many of you already.
· Visually inspect the system for
leaks and for general condition on
a cool engine.
· Drain the coolant from the radiator
and engine.
During this process, do not ingest any
coolant and dispose of it responsibly
because of its toxic nature
20
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through the disconnected heater hoses,
if fitted.

The rust scale inside the engine from
using plain tap water not only flakes off
and clogs the core of the radiator, it
damages the water pump seal and impeller as it passes through the system.

·

While the hoses have been disconnected, check them all over for their integrity, making sure that they’re not perished with age, feel soft to squeeze,
crease when bent with light force, show
signs of cracks or splits, or have been
damaged at their ends by the use of incorrect clamps. If the hoses display any
of these signs of age, discard them and
replace them with new hoses. (A tip
here is to keep replaced but still functional hoses in the boot as spares). Replace any worm drive clamps that don’t
have a smooth, continuous band inside
them, or worse still the wire-type clamp
that really cuts into the hose. Use the
style of clamp in the top photo , not like
the version in the bottom photo.

Temporarily remove the
thermostat.
Make sure that you have a replacement
thermostat housing gasket first.
There are two reasons to do this.
Firstly, you can check that you have a
thermostat with an appropriate temperature setting. There are three different
thermostats for MGBs; Part No.
GTS102 for hot climates with an opening temperature of 74°C, GTS104 with a
“standard” setting of 82°C and GTS106
at 88°C for cold climates. The temperature setting should be stamped on the
thermostat to identify which one is fitted.
In a South Australian summer, it’s best
to have the thermostat open early, at a
lower temperature (74°C), so that the
coolant inside the engine passes
through the radiator before it starts to
get too warm. I fit a higher temperature
rated thermostat in winter to allow the
engine to get to normal operating temperature more quickly.
The thermostat setting can’t prevent the
engine from overheating but it can assist to keep the engine cooler for longer.
Secondly, with the thermostat removed,
you can “back-flush” the system but be
prepared to get wet. I have a radiator
flushing tool which uses a garden hose
and a compressed air connection to
dramatically increase the action of the
water, however just using a garden
hose can also be reasonably effective.
With the car’s heater valve open. Spray
water from the garden hose into the radiator from the top and bottom outlet for
at least a couple of minutes, until the
water comes out clean. Do the same
for the engine, top to bottom and bottom
to top, and use the hose to pass water

Inspect hoses and clamps.

·

Check the condition of the
radiator diaphragm seal.

You’d probably be surprised how hard it
is to force air through a radiator. You
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can see daylight through the cooling
fins but airflow from the radiator grill will
try to escape in any possible direction
other than through the radiator core.
For this reason it’s important to reduce
the amount of air that will naturally find
its way around the radiator rather than
through it. For very little money, the
rubber, radiator diaphragm seal should
be replaced if it’s worn or if chunks are
missing from it. For even less money,
the usually missing or degraded radiator
to diaphragm foam strip should also be
replaced.
·

Fan belt.

Inspect the condition of the fan belt. If
the belt is frayed, split or cracked then
change it. These are a low cost item
that could prevent a large cost engine
failure. It’s important to have the correct tension on the fan belt, as per the
workshop manual. Too loose and the
belt will slip on the pulleys and not turn
the water pump at the correct speed, or
too tight and there could be undue
strain placed on the bearings of the water pump and alternator / generator.
·

Radiator cap.

Depending on which style of overflow
tank is fitted, the radiator cap will have a
return vent or not. Ideally, instead of
just expelling the increased volume of
the heated coolant out of the radiator
and into a catch tank or the road below,
the better system will allow coolant to
return to the cooled down radiator from
the expansion tank, back into the radiator via a return valve in the cap. It’s
better to have a sealed system rather
than lose any coolant. To raise the boiling point of the coolant, avoiding an
overflow situation, a higher pressure
radiator cap can be fitted. The standard
MGB radiator cap is rated at 7-13psi
depending on the model. By using a

radiator cap rated at 19psi, if the cooling
system is in good condition, the boiling
point is increased to the same temperature using de-mineralised water as the
15psi radiator cap when using a 50%
mix of Ethylene Glycol. I’ve used a
26psi radiator cap for racing.
·

Engine tuning.

Another cause for an engine to become
overheated is because of incorrect fuel
and/or distributor settings. None of the
above tips will overcome a badly tuned
engine, so make sure that this isn’t a
cause for problems, overheating and
otherwise.
Mallala Sprint 15/November
The last Super Sprint of the year at Mallala presented just about all possible
climatic conditions except snow. Competitors, spectators and marshals had to
deal with rain, lightning storms, humidity, strong gusting winds, dust clouds
and heat.
The exceptional heat on the day caused
a number of cars, including many
“moderns” to slow to a cruising speed
on the track or to sensibly finish their
day early to preserve their cars.
I followed my own hot weather advice
listed above and also, in anticipation of
the high temperature at the circuit, I
drained the engine oil and re-filled with a
heavy 40W-70 grade oil. The only concession I made to the high temperatures
on track was not to exceed 6,000RPM.
After two full laps, the needle on my
MGB’s temperature gauge was showing
100°C but it didn’t get any hotter while
still making almost full power and thankfully not making any nasty noises. Interestingly, after each 150kph+ run on the
long straight, despite being at full load,
the engine temperature dropped 10°C
by the time I reached the Northern Hairpin. This just shows how fast the car
22

needs to travel to force enough air
through the radiator core. “Honest Officer, I was just trying to keep my engine
cool!”. Of course you don’t have to drive
that fast but this emphasises my earlier
point about radiators needing encouragement to get as much air through
them as possible.
As I left the circuit at the end of my laps,
when air wasn’t being forced through the
radiator by the speed of the car, I
switched on the electric radiator fan as I
idled to my parking spot. Just seconds
after beginning to drive at walking
speed, the needle on the temperature
gauge swung up to the top of its range
at 110°C, with the engine still behaving
normally. Optimum engine temperature
is 80-90°C!
After parking my car, I lifted the bonnet
to assist the engine to cool more quickly.
I couldn’t leave the bonnet open for too
long because the powerful winds threatened to twist or bend it but I was able to
witness the liquid that had expanded into
the overflow reservoir return back to the
radiator. My important observation here
is that before I left home my aftermarket
expansion tank had the liquid level at the
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lower mark and as the radiator overflowed, through liquid expansion not boiling, there was enough to fill the expansion tank right to the top. Anymore from
the radiator would’ve caused the excess
to vent from the expansion tank to atmosphere (i.e. the road).
So an additional point from this experience, to add to the above tips, is to ensure that you keep the level in the expansion tank close to its lower mark, on
a cold engine, and not near the top
mark, to allow for the transfer of a
greater quantity of de-mineralised water
before it overflows to the ground.
The second point is to possibly use a
heavier grade of your preferred brand of
oil in summer and a lighter grade in winter. The cost of an oil and filter change
twice a year isn’t too much for your pride
and joy to ask for, especially when compared with the cost of an early engine
rebuild. The factory recommended oil
change is at every 6,000 miles
(9,600km) OR EVERY SIX MONTHS IF
6,000 MILES IS NOT EXCEEDED.
To MGB-Register members and all MG
enthusiasts, have a safe and enjoyable
Christmas and New Year.

MARQUE SPORTS CAR ASSOC.
Club Display, Picnic & Presentation Day
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 21st, 2021 VIRGARA WINERY
143 Heaslip Road, Virginia
11.00am set up club display 1.00pm judging of club display
2.00pm presentation of 2021 of Sprint Series trophies
BYO picnic lunch, refreshments & chairs (Grassed area & plenty of shade)
Or Make a booking at ‘Sneaky’s’ restaurant at the winery
The MG Car Club is always a hot contender for the best club display.
BRING YOUR MG - ALL WELCOME
Come and enjoy a relaxing time with friends
Enquiries: Bev 0402262156
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IAN CURWEN-WALKER
MG CAR CLUB Life Member

A

group of members put forward a
proposal to recognise Ian CurwenWalkers contribution to the Car Club in a
permanent fashion, the Committee reviewed the proposal and decided to
name the main club room in his honour.
At the 2020 October monthly general
meeting Ian was present when a plaque
was unveiled naming the main Club
room to be now known as the
IAN CURWEN-WALKER ROOM
Bob Bazzica spoke on Ian’s background, here are Bob’s remarks.........
“Ian Curwen-Walker was born in Merbein,
Victoria. I call him Curley, amongst other
names. Ian was the violin champion for
South Australia at 8 years of age and for
Victoria at 10 years of age
He was educated in Melbourne, and graduated from University as an Electrical Engineer. He first worked at WRE (Weapons
Research Establishment) at Salisbury, then
he went to Coventry, England to work for
Whitworth (blame him for the Whitworth
bolts!). Ian returned to Adelaide where he
got his life time job at Channel 9. According to rumour, he only ever had one sick day
off, which was when he fell of his motor bike
chasing sheep – but that’s another story.
Ian was a batchelor as was his brother (a
doctor, who followed in their father”s footsteps). He was a good looking young man,
to whom many women were attracted. Many
set their caps on him, but they were always
politely declined! There are many funny
stories here, but, another time!
A green TC was his first MG and that was
purchased in 1954. He subsequently wrote
the TC off and repaired it! Later he bought
a 1972 MGBGT which we called baby poo!
Someone else had written it off previously,
so he had it repaired properly as the previous work was poor. A missed opportunity,

he had it repainted in the same baby poo
colour You may have heard of his 18/80 MK
I which he found on a rubbish dump. (this is
a work in progress).
He became one of the founding members of
the MG Car Club when it was formed in
1956. Ian is the only founding member surviving. He was also the first life member of
the MG Car Club of SA. Over the last 64
years, he has held all positions on the committee and has served continuously until the
last two years. He has gone to every National Meeting except for the last couple of
years. He is well known throughout Australia for his work on National Meets and Delegate’s meetings. His mantelpiece is full of
trophies he has won for various events. Ian
campaigned his cars in motorkanas and on
the track, he was slow but very precise.
In addition to his life membership of our
club, he is also a life member of the CAMS
association (Confederation of Motor Sport),
awarded for all his work in the CAMS world.
It is worth noting that Ian is a Church Elder
in the Blackwood Parish.
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Ian has made many close friends over the
years and given a lot to the MG Car Club of
SA. Now, some of these friends are looking
after him in his old age. He is in good health
except for his short term memory problem,
which is not unusual as he will be 90 years of
age in January 2021. CECIL KIMBER would
be proud.
In closing, I would like to thank Curley for
all his support and dedication he has given
to this club over the years. He has been instrumental in helping us all make this, the
MG Car Club of SA, the strong club it is today which we are all able to enjoy.
Thank you.
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TeChnical TopiC
By..Bob Schapel
CRACK TESTING:
Do-it-yourself
lot of our MGs are getting pretty old,
and have had a lot of use. As a result, some components can suffer metal
fatigue, cracking and breakage. That
might not be important if the component
is a tool-roll-buckle, horn button or boot
handle. However, if the component is a
stub axle, crankshaft or steering arm, the
consequences could be serious. While
we tinker with our older MGs, we often
remove or expose a component which
could be a candidate for crack-testing.
Often, the task of removing that component and taking it to an engineering
shop, for expensive testing, tends to be
countered by, “She’ll be right”. However,
if you have a dye-penetrant crack-testing
kit on hand, in your shed, components
can be cheaply tested without two trips
to the motor engineer, and without such
expense. In fact some components,
such as stub axles, can be tested “insitu”. Over the years, I have found
cracks in a con-rod, a few crankshafts,
several stub axles, a couple of halfshafts
and some Morris diff carriers.
Items such as cranks, stubs and steering
arms are not likely to be in good condition and then suddenly break. Usually
metal fatigue develops and then a crack
begins to form. The crack extends over a
period of time and eventually the component breaks. If you look at a broken
crankshaft, you can see where the crack
started and then curved lines where it
progressed over a period of time.
Once a crack starts, it will continue to
get worse at an ever-increasing rate because the end of it becomes a stress
point. Unfortunately, components which
are cracked, usually appear perfectly OK

A
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to the naked eye, so help is needed to
detect such flaws.
For the “Do-it-yourself” car enthusiast,
dye-penetrant crack-testing is handy
and cheap. The kit costs about $59
(much less than the cost of having one
crankshaft tested), but can be used to
test dozens of components. Unlike the
motor engineer, it works on Sundays
too. If you have the kit, you are likely to
test things which would otherwise be
ignored.
I have been doing my own dyepenetrant crack-testing for over 40
years. (This article is a re-write of my
article in the April 1988 magazine.) I use
Dy-Mark brand, Flaw-Chek product. The
kit can be bought for about $59 at
Blackwoods, 3 Naweena Road, Regency Park. It can also be ordered from
Mitre 10 Unley, for about $95 (with Seniors’ Card discount). I am sure that there
are other brands and other retailers out
there too.
The Flaw-Chek kit consists of four spray
cans, as shown in the photo: 1 Cleaner,
2 Dye-penetrant, 3 Remover and 4 Developer. ). I think that individual cans
can be bought if one can expires before
the others. A summary of the process
follows:
1. Spray the item with cleaner to remove
all oil, grease etc. I always use lacquer
thinners first so I don’t need to use too
much cleaner. Cleaner is the can which
seems to run out first!
2. After the item is dry, spray it with dyepenetrant, and allow it to soak for about
ten minutes. The dye is very “wetting”
and soaks into cracks if they are present. I don’t know if it helps, but I always
hit the item with a rubber mallet in such
a way that it might “work” any crack and
help the dye to penetrate.
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3. Spray the item with remover and rinse
off with water. The remover allows the
dye to mix with water, so dye gets
washed away, except where it has
soaked into a crack.
4. Dry the item and spray lightly with
developer. If there is a crack present,
the red dye bleeds back into the developer, which dries white. A crack shows
up after a few minutes, as a red line.
Allow several minutes for the developer
to work. I use the rubber mallet again, to
“work” the crack, helping the dye to soak
back into the developer.
Even if you are not confident of your
results, a dye test can still be worthwhile. For example, if you have four
cranks, rather than spending $400 to
test them all, dye testing might clearly
show two are cracked. Then only $200
has to be spent having the other two
professionally tested to verify that they
in fact ok.
Safety fast
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From..Bev Waters with Photos by Wayne Hough, Motorsport Photography
MSCA SUPER SPRINT - MALLALA
NOV 15TH.
hat a day to finish off the Sprinting
year!!
It started with streaks of lightning heading to ground from 7.00am, followed by
thunder, a shower of rain just enough to
make the track slippery as group 1 was
about to head to the track, followed by
more thunder and lightning. This later
followed with high winds bringing with it a
rolling dust storm approaching from the
west with the temperature in the high
30s. We had it all!
Group one which is the fastest group,
found themselves battling the slippery
conditions as several would have been
on slicks expecting a warm and dry track.
It could be seen from the tower that
some were struggling to maintain control,
and no doubt times were effected.
The second group headed out onto the
track, but before a lap could be completed, more lightening and suddenly all
power was lost to Mallala Motorsport
Park and the surrounding areas. The
event was red- flagged and bought to a
halt, because without timing facilities,
computers down, public address system
etc., a decision by the organizers had to
made as to how and if the day would proceed, or be cancelled.
Reports indicated that the power may not
be up and running until later in the day,
so a drivers briefing was called with the
result that competitors were happy to run
the day as an untimed practice. The
safety procedures could still be maintained with two-way radios between the
control- tower, form-up, flag points and
emergency services, and so the day resumed.

W
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An early lunch break was called in the
hope that power may be restored, but
not the case. Some competitors had
already made the move to leave as the
high winds and very dusty conditions
rolled in. The fire marshals were also
concerned that if a grass fire started locally, it could be of great concern, so the
Competitors were allowed one more
practice on the track before it was called
off for safety concerns. This round will
no doubt be scrapped from calculating of
the MSCA awards as no times were
available.
Thanks to all our club competitors, officials and support crew who came out
hoping for one last hoorah for 2020, but
not to be.
Our heroes of the day have to go to the
flag marshals (luckily for us, the MGCC
was not on duty this day), but we were
represented on the ground.
Competition Entries
Alan Cardnell MGB
Alfred Smith MGF
Dick Manning MGFTF
Lindsay Hick MGTC Special
Nick Phillips MGB
Rob Hall MGZS180
Tim Edmonds MGBGTV8
Trevor Dunford MGBV8
David Clark Holden VY Ute
Jason Edwards Lotus Exige
John Davies Mitsubishi Evo8MR
Martin Ball Rover SDI
Thomas Ball Datsun 280ZX
Officials
Berry & Rebecca Treffers – Starter Flag
marshals
Michelle and Tyler Edwards, Bev Waters
– Covid tracing at the gate
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Bev – Timing in race control (had an
easy day observing).
Wayne Hough photography
Support Crew

limped to Mallala stopping to fill up with
water numerous times.
Trevor Dunford loaned his tow car to Alf
to take his MGF home to Victor Harbour
and return for a further two trips for the
Dunfords to take their MGB home and
then return again to Mallala to transport
Alfs tow car home. A massive gesture
from the Dunfords to ensure everyone
got home.
It was great to see Lynette Dunford at
the Sprint, her debut visit – but what a
day to remember!!
A massive thank you to all the volunteers who assist at the Competition
events throughout the year, and include
the MSCA committee members who are
also volunteers, and work tirelessly behind the scenes so that others can have
fun on the track.
The 2021 Competition Calendar is still in
draft form awaiting confirmation of track/
venue availability. Clubs are unfortunately down the pecking order and the
Circuits are still hopeful of more major
events to be scheduled in SA next year.
I will post it on the club website when
confirmed.

Faye Edwards, Sandra Cardnell, Lynette
Dunford, the Hick family, and Dicks’
mate Laurie who is always at hand with a
tow bar when needed.
My roving reporters Fay & Sandra were
as efficient as always, noting several
cars experiencing mechanical problems
despite the short day of events, and
thanks to Wayne Hough for the photos.
Lindsay only completed half a lap before
his TC started running rough, Alan after
three laps was hearing ‘funny noises’,
Martin left the track early, and several
experienced overheating. Motorsport is
now in recess for three months and a
chance to get all the cars overhauled
before next year.
The Edwards family was jokingly blamed
for bringing the lightening with them, after a lightning strike hit their home during
the storm on Tuesday night prior, and
frying everything electrical in their home.
Sorry to hear this bad news.
Dick provided a large workshop fan to
We look forward to 2021 with high
keep everyone comfortable in the shed
hopes, and wish you all a
with the prediction of high temperatures,
Merry Christmas. Stay safe
but without power, lost its effect and no
Bev
one could even enjoy a ‘cuppa’.
It was good to see Tyler Edwards there - (his moon boot
soon to be removed hopefully),
but still putting in and helping
with the Covid check-in at the
front gate on everyone’s’ arrival.
On the way to the track Alf’s
tow car broke down about 7km
from the front gate, and Dick’s
friend Laurie, Faye & Tyler Edwards drove out to assist, but a
blown head gasket was not repairable on the side of the road.
Laurie towed Alf’s trailer with
the MGF to the track while Alf
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SEE YA’ 2020
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NOTICE FOR ALL OWNERS OF
HISTORIC VEHICLES
CLUB REGISTRATION LOG BOOKS HAVE TO BE UPDATED
OR REPLACED BY POST THIS YEAR
DO YOU REQUIRE A NEW LOG BOOK?
IF THE REPLACEMENT DATE (IN RED INK) ON THE TOP OF
THE FRONT COVER IS EARLIER THAN 31/12/21,
YOU DO REQUIRE A NEW LOG BOOK/S.
FOR LOG BOOK REPLACING, PLEASE INCLUDE:YOUR OLD LOG BOOK TO VERIFY THE DATES OF CLUB MEMBERSHIP
EXPIRATION, OR A PHOTO COPY OF THE CLUB MEMBERSHIP RECORD
FOR YEARS 1 – 3,
1. $5.00 FOR COST OF EACH BOOK, TO BE ADDED EITHER TO YOUR
INVOICE PAYMENT OR AS A $5.00 NOTE FOR EACH BOOK WITH
YOUR POSTAGE,
2.

YOUR CURRENT REGISTRATION PAPERS OR RECEIPTS AS
PROOF OF OWNERSHIP, ALTERNATIVELY A PHOTO COPY OF
EITHER WILL DO.

FOR LOG BOOK UPDATING, WITH THE FRONT COVER DATE (IN RED INK)
SHOWING 31/12/21 TO 31/12/22, SEND IN THE LOG BOOK/S ONLY.
FOR THE RETURN POSTAGE OF YOUR LOG BOOKS
DON’T FORGET TO INCLUDE A STAMPED SELF ADDRESSED ENVELOPE
WITH A $1.10 STAMP FOR A SINGLE BOOK OR
TWO $1.10 STAMPS FOR MULTIPLE BOOKS.
GEOFF GOODE,
CLUB REGISTRAR FOR HISTORIC VEHICLESLES
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TRADE DIRECTORY

dfshastie@gmail.com
TWO TIMS
SHIRAZ
2016 MCLAREN VALE
Rated 94 points
Leath Hunt: 0412 646 931
www.twotims.com.au

Leath Hunt is offering their
2016 SHIRAZ
To Club members for
$120.00a case (12) as a Xmas special
Delivered free into the Adelaide
metropolitan area.
Logon to their website for reviews etc;
www.twotims.com.au
Email: lhunt43@live.com.au
M: 0412 646 931
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FOR SALE

FOR SALE

5 x 19" wire wheels to suit MGTC.
4 of the wheels were reconditioned
some years ago by Neway Wheels in
Victoria. The paint finish is very good
and they are structurally very sound.
There are no broken or loose spokes.
$900.
5 x 16" wire wheels to suit MG TC and
others. I have had them sand blasted
and undercoated. There are no broken
or loose spokes and the wheels run
very true. $900.

4 x Excelsior competition "H" tyres, in
used condition but still OK to use from a
MG pre-war car, size 4.00x19 with 4 x
Swift 400/450x19 tubes (brand new
never used) Price is $150 or O.N.O.
Plus, 2 x 1 ½ inch SU carbies – nearly
all there $50.00 (no photo)
Brian Forth
Phone 82514213 Mobile 0409 514 213

The wheels are available for inspection
at my home at North Plympton SA.
please contact Ian Buckley on
0414992564.
MGTC Parts
A complete MGTC timber kit in quality
seasoned Australian coachwood
(including most of the original timber)
A set of sheet metal patterns for reskinning the body tub and doors (less
the firewall)
A complete but very rusty 1500 MGA
that needs a total ground-up restoration. The body is in two halves with
some work started and some extra panels.
I have the complete original motor plus
a 1622 and a number of complete Austin 1800 heads.
I am open to (sensible) offers for these
items and if there is genuine interest will
send photographs on request.
Tony Bayliss
0417 062 352
bayrest2@bigpond.com

1951 MG Y
Saloon
S930 ANS
Car No
Y6531
Colour
Dark Green
Older Restoration
Historic Motor Vehicle Registration
Well Maintained $19,000
Peter Lancaster 0411700066
(4) Silver painted Wire wheels with
Tyres from my sons 1968 MGB GT
good splines. I have no idea of what
they would be worth If any thing at
all, but thought someone might be able
to use them for perhaps a reasonable
and fair offer,
Warren Scarman 0417891374
wwandhm@adam.com.au
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FOR SALE
MGTC SPARES
Pair of headlamps including 7 inch
reducer rims
Brake wheel cylinders, shoe sets front
and rear, Front cowl (rough)
MORRIS 10 Motor.
complete minus crankshaft
Please contact Peter 0404684760

FOR SALE
MGBGT 1977 SPARES
Recon Diff housing. Filters. Many electrical items. New wire wheel hub.
Light lenses. Carbys Fuel pumps &
linkages. 2 x new rear axles. Inner
tubes. Steering wheel. Brake parts.
Suspension parts Tow bar c/- plug / ball.
Chrome wheel nuts. Many other parts
Contact Brian. M: 0414 418 298 to view.

MGF/TF
RACE
CAR.
Motorsport
Australia
approver
rollbar
Fully adjustable TF
front and rear suspension.
Sparco race seat and full harness belt.
Braided brake lines and EBC pads.
Sports exhaust. Competition tyres.
Ready to go racing.
$2800.Dick Manning 0412 818 019

MGB mark 11
1970
Reg XAC 362
White with
black interior
Price $14,000
negotiable
Contact Ted
0409 287 567
burrtnk@bigpond.com

WANTED TO BUY
Car Trailer to suit an MGB
Single or dual axle .no preference
All options considered.
Ideal width of tray 1.8 me
Overall length no longer than 5.0 me
so with my car on it will fit in my garage
now that some scumbag has stolen
mine while locked up in my driveway
Contact. Laurie Houghton Editor
Ph: 8356 9953 M: 0417 941 110

MGTF 1954
An earlier
concourse
restoration,
Was purchased as
is, replaced
tyres and
battery, runs & drives perfectly.
$35K. Contact John Crabb ( Barossa )
0412 394 333
WRECKING MGF/TF
Hoods, interior, motors, wheels,
head lights etc
Dick Manning 0412 818 019.
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